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President’s Message
Hello to the GJGMC!

January was a great start to the New Year for 2024.   We had two good club meetings talking about Rock Tumbling and Mineral Identification. The Kids Club meeting was about Mineral Identification too. Grete taught the Fast Track to Lapidary class – thank you, Grete! Our shop has been open as regularly scheduled Wed 12-3, and Sat 9-12, and I saw many people there every time I passed by.

We want to give a special welcome to some new members who joined us in January:
		Will and Peg Clark
		Veronica Farmer
		Beatrice Hackwell
		Karen Floyd
		Gary and Olivia Hamilton
		Troy Swift

If you get this newsletter by email but don’t get emails from Meetup about our future meetings, classes, and field trips, see the instructions to join Meetup elsewhere in this newsletter, and call me so we can talk about it more.

If you have not paid your dues for the coming year, this would be a great time to do it. Sometimes the best way to get something done is to do it now. You can bring it to a club meeting, or if that is not convenient, you can mail it to: “Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, P.O. Box 953, Grand Junction, CO 81502”

In February, our first club meeting will be on Feb 8th at 7 PM, learning about the Mary Murphy Gold Mine, which is near the ghost town of St. Elmo. On Thursday, February 15th, at 6 PM, we will have our annual Field Trip Planning Meeting. We will talk about the many places we would like to go rockhounding, and when we can schedule trips. If you have been a club member for over a year, and gone on one or more field trips, please consider coming to that meeting and volunteering to lead one of those outings, which are some of the most enjoyable activities we do.

Also, in February, on Feb 22nd at 6:30 PM, our Winter Potluck and Social will be a Chili Cookoff.   We will give numbers to Chili contestants, and vote for our favorite. The winner will receive great esteem for their culinary skill. I will bring baked potatoes for additional variety. Folks can bring toppings too, like sour cream, bacon crumbles, and cheddar cheese. During that meeting, we will also auction off a box of metal, mostly copper and nickel, donated by Lee Cassin, with proceeds to support the CMU geology program. 

If you are willing to volunteer, we need help preparing and placing club advertisements for the Fall Rock Show. Come help as our Advertising Director. Or you could help plan future club meetings as our Vice President.  Let me know if I can talk more about what is involved with those activities.

Best wishes for a problem-free February!
Steve Cable

GJGMC President 2024
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SECRETARY’S CORNER
This section is dedicated to our new members. Welcome aboard!!
Please join our club Meetup group for the most current announcements. Go to Meetup.com. Search for Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club. There are two groups. The group with our logo (the blue pickax) is for paid members only. This is where Field Trip RSVPs are registered, classes are announced, and club speakers are scheduled with the details for how to connect remotely from Zoom (if preferred). For help joining Meetup, call Steve Cable, our current president. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact any board member or instructor. We are excited to have you in our club and look forward to seeing you at our events, classes, and trips. https://www.meetup.com/Grand-Junction-Gem-and-Mineral-Club-Members/

Recent Events:
Cookie Meeting –January 11th, Rock Tumbling videos were the featured presentation
General Meeting – January 25th, Rock Identification videos were the featured presentation

We are having our annual field trip planning meeting on February 15th. Where do you want to go this year and what rocks and minerals do you want to collect in 2024? Please join us at the clubhouse on Thursday, February 15th at 6 pm (2328 Monument Rd.) to plan our 2024 field trips. Please come – everyone is welcome. Field trip leaders are needed, as well as people with ideas. If you can't attend the meeting and you have ideas, please email them to melissamoroni@outlook.com before the meeting. Hope to see you there!!
 
Check the posted calendars and MeetUp to see other coming attractions, classes, and events. 

Do you have items to buy, sell, or trade related to GJGMC? You can post and read notices on the bulletin board on the left wall as you come in the main door of the clubhouse. Please make sure your notices contain your name and contact information as well as the date posted. And make sure to pull the notice once your item is bought, sold, or traded. Thanks!

If you would like to contribute a story of interest to the club via this newsletter, please have it to me via email: smcchesney64@gmail.com no later than the 15th of the month, please.
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Junior Science Rock Club News

No news received for this month from the JSRC.
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Lee’s Tidbits

The Denver Museum of Science wrote this excellent article on one of the biggest scientific studies in recent years. So here is their report: (And one of the “coolest” things about this discovery is that a teenage girl who was volunteering made one of the most important discoveries!)
Colorado Discovery Rocks the World
Sixty-six million years ago, a meteorite larger than Mount Everest slammed into Earth and 75 percent of species went extinct in a geologic blink of an eye, including non-avian dinosaurs. For decades, scientists worked to determine how the planet and living creatures rebounded, yet continued to know very little about the recovery. Until now. 

A remarkable new trove of fossils has been unearthed in Colorado—a discovery that reveals one of the most important but least understood chapters in the history of life. It’s an unprecedented look at the time when the great dinosaurs were replaced by our own group, the mammals, and the world as we know it began.
When the Cataclysm Struck
Sixty-six million years ago, a meteorite larger than Mount Everest slammed into Earth. This was the single worst day for life on our planet when 75 percent of species went extinct in a geologic blink of an eye.
The planet and living creatures obviously rebounded. Humans are a testament to the recovery of life. But how did it happen? For decades, scientists have tried to squeeze every bit of data possible out of the rocks from the first million years after the dinosaur extinction. But, the results of over 100 years of hammering away are just fragments of teeth, an occasional jaw, and an ultra-rare skull once every few decades. As a consequence, we don’t know much about the mammals that survived. Until now.
The discovery of an extraordinary treasure trove of fossils near Colorado Springs by Drs. Tyler Lyson and Ian Miller reveal in striking detail how life recovered after the catastrophic asteroid impact that wiped out the dinosaurs.
Their new research, published in Science magazine, paints a vivid portrait of the first million years after the impact.
The Light Bulb Moment
A monumental breakthrough occurred in 2016 when Lyson and Miller concentrated their efforts in an area called Corral Bluffs. They believed this Denver Basin locale showed promise because a handful of relatively complete vertebrate fossils had been found there over the decades.  
So, they set their eyes to the ground, looking for bits of bone, the way they were trained to find fossils. They came up with only fragments.
However, Lyson was convinced they weren’t keying in on the right material, perhaps not seeing what was right in front of their noses. He recalled his fossil hunting experience with South African colleagues in the deserts of the Karoo, where the key to finding fossils was not searching for bone fragments but for a particular kind of rock called a concretion.
So what if the team searched Corral Bluffs for concretions instead of the usual bone? It was the light bulb moment that changed the game completely.
 Cracking the Code
The team went back to the site, but this time they set their eyes on finding concretions. It wasn’t long before Lyson picked up a knobby, whitish-colored rock that looked more like a rotting loaf of bread than anything else. With a single, well-placed crack of his rock hammer, Lyson split open the concretion and saw the cross-section of a complete mammal skull staring back at him. He was completely stunned. After 20 years of combing the badlands of North Dakota for elusive fossils from just after the extinction of the dinosaurs, Lyson was holding the best fossil he’d ever found from this important slice of time. 
Miller and Lyson looked around and saw the same unassuming concretions covering the ravines and gullies. In a frenzy, they gently cracked open concretions at their feet and in no time found four more complete mammal skulls. Paleontologists who study this time period go their whole careers without finding one complete mammal skull from this time period; Miller and Lyson found four in just a couple of hours! 
They had cracked the code.
Lyson and Miller and their excavation team spent about 10,000 hours in the field at Corral Bluffs, working through blazing sun, torrential rain, and even snowstorms. Close to a thousand vertebrate fossils have been unearthed from the site, from the skull that cracked the case—Carsioptychus coarctatus, an early relative of hoofed animals about the size of a pig—to skulls and skeletons of other mammals, turtles, and crocodilians, including many new species. They also found the most complete specimens of many known species from this time period. 


BOARD MEETING – Second Wednesday of the month at 6:00 PM

COOKIE MEETING – Second Thursday of the month, 
cookies at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 PM.

GENERAL MEETING – Fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM
B.Y.O.S. (bring your own snacks) 
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Club Information
The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. is affiliated with the Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies. The clubhouse is at 2328 Monument Road, Grand Junction, CO. Our mailing address is P. O. Box 953, Grand Junction, CO 81502.  We are a nonprofit, 501(c3) tax-exempt, educational organization. Our purpose is exclusively educational and social: To increase and disseminate knowledge of the earth sciences, specifically minerals, gems, rocks, artifacts, fossils, and similar subjects; To promote and perpetuate knowledge of the lapidary arts; To encourage field trips; To encourage greater public interest and education in gems, fossils, and minerals, cooperating with established institutions in such matters. The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club meets on the second and fourth Thursday of each month in our club building. November and December meetings will be on the second Thursday only. Our Annual Rock Show is held on at the Mesa County Fairgrounds in September.  Classes and workshops are offered throughout the year. Upcoming events are listed on MeetUp and posted in the newsletter. 

The Facetors’ Group
The Facetors’ Group meets on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 9:30 am. They have a Project of the Month and a People’s Choice. They also have teachers available for one-on-one classes. Contact Casey Trump at 970-250-9890 for information about the group or classes.                
Dues
Dues are paid by calendar year and are due by Jan 1st.  Please pay your dues at the meeting or send a check to Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, P. O. Box 953 Grand Junction, CO 81502.  Prospective members should attend one general meeting to obtain a membership application. New members joining after July 1 will pay half for the remainder of the year. 
Adult Member - $40.00 (18+), 2nd Adult, same household - $10.00 Children under 18 years, same household - No Cost

The Leaverite News is your newsletter. Articles, ideas, and news should come from club members. If you are an officer, teacher, director, or committee chairperson, plan to submit monthly updates by the 15th of each month to smcchesney64@gmail.com. Leaverite News is published by the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. Articles printed in this newsletter are the experiences and/or opinions of the individuals submitting them. They do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, or the editors. We are not responsible for the authenticity, safety, or reliability of publications. All articles/photos are included in accordance with fair use for research and education. Caution and safety should always be practiced when trying out any new idea, venture, or exploration in the field. We request corrections and/or additions to articles. 

Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Website and Meetup
Our website, www.grandjunctionrockclub.org, contains our meeting information, the Leaverite Newsletter, Classes, Field Trips, and Photo Gallery.  The Club is also registered as the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club on Meetup.  Meetup is an online application that brings people of common interests together.  Our meetings and field trips are posted on MeetUp at: https://www.meetup.com/Grand-Junction-Gem-and-Mineral-Club-Members/  Paid Members should click “Join this group” in red and answer the questions that pop up.  Once your status is confirmed as a paid member, you will be given access to our other private Meetup which includes specific field trip information, and other information needed by paid members.  If you have any problems call Steve Cable at 970-312-1005.
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February 2024

Notes

BE SURE TO SIGN UP AND PAY FOR CLASSES VIA MEETUP APP. PLEASE CONTACT THE INSTRUCTORS 

WITH ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS: JoAnn: 778-5333;
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Classes Instructors Phone # Open Shop

Adv. Lapidary Thom Ericson 970-623-2522 Shop Chairmen: JoAnn Piburn & Greet Raymond

Beginning "Fast" Lapidary Ed Raymond 250-2967

Grete Raymond 970-433-0016 * Previous Instruction in use of equipment in

Bracelet Making Theresa Pytell 303-229-9216 is required before using any tools or machines

Casting Cindy Teare 970-462-6806 in the shop.

Chain Making JoAnn Piburn 970-778-5333 * Sign in each time you use the shop.

Cuttlebone Cast Judy Nason 250-9128 * Help with the clean up before leaving.

Enameling Karen Sayre 402-960-7370 *Shop fee is $5/session for EVERYONE.

Faceting Casey Trump

970-250-9890

*Slab saw fee is $.25 per square inch.

Faceted Stone Setting Theresa Pytell 303-229-9216

Filigree Pam Bersch 970-242-3134

Intarsia Sue Smith & Val Medeiros 970-245-5602

Opals and Turquoise Thom Ericson 623-2522

Wire Weaving JoAnn Piburn 970-778-5333

Wire Wrapping, basic & adv.Joyce Trump 970-255-8045

Silversmith, Basic & Adv. JoAnn Piburn 970-778-5333                                                                                                              

Theresa Pytell 303-229-9216
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Officers Directors

President Steve Cable 970-312-1005 1 Year Sylvester Spaeth 970-846-2973

Vice President Open Position 2 Year Scott Warren 303-668-5743

Secretary Kimber Johnson 970-589-4091 3 Year Bruce Johnson 970-589-4091

Treasurer June Steely 801-540-0488 Finance Ken Kloska 303-915-9318

Past President Jeff Southern 243-0953

                                  Committee Chairpersons

Audit Bev O'Neal 623-2522 Leaverite Editor Susan McChesney 970-589-9358

Building Maint Dave McCollough 549-7352 Librarian Open Position

Compliance Bev O'Neal 261-5890 Meet-Up Steve Cable 970-312-1005

Correspondence Kathy Ericson 623-2522

Membership/Badges

Melissa Moroni

303-807-9864

Decorating Linda Dunham 623-3610 Nominating JoAnn Piburn 970-778-5333

Display Cases Dave McCollough 549-7352 Publicity Scott Warren 303-668-5743

Education JoAnn Piburn 778-5333 Scholarships Dave McCollough 549-7352

Web Based Media Grete Raymond 970-433-0016 Shop Foremen JoAnn & Ed 970-778-5333

Field Trips Melissa Moroni 303-807-9864 Show Co-Chair Deidre O'Callaghan 303-324-5559

Hospitality Jan McCollum 245-9749 Supplies Kathy Ericson 623-2522

Inventory Pat Martinez 434-9270 Grab Bags

Jan McCollum 970-245-9749

Vests Linda Sims 314-2970 GJ Facetors Club Casey Trump 970-250-9890


