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2009 CALENDER

SEPTEMBER

10 6:30 Regular Meeting
Social Hour

7:00 Business Meeting
(“Mineralogy at Mesa
State College)

17 6:30 Show Committee
12     9:30 am Facetors Group
24 6:30 Potluck (Bring a dish to

share and your own
service)
Business Meeting

25 6:30 Mineral Group  - 
and potluck
(Mel Besch’s home
248 Little Park Road)

OCTOBER

 8 6:30 Regular Meeting
Social Hour

7:00 Business Meeting
13 6:30 Executive Board

Meeting (members
welcome)

15 6:30 Show Committee
17     9:30 am Facetors Group
22 6:30 Potluck (Bring a dish to

share and your own
service)
Business Meeting

23 6:30 Mineral Group  - 
and potluck
(Mel Besch’s home
248 Little Park Road)
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Multitude of beastly tracks likely belonged to at least four different species.

More than 1,000 dinosaur footprints along with tail drag marks have
been discovered along the Arizona-Utah border.  The incredibly rare
concentration of beastly tracks likely belonged to at least four different species
of dinosaurs, ranging from youngsters to adults.  The tracks range in length
from 1 to 20 inches (2.5 - 51 centimeters).

“The different size tracks may tell us that we are seeing mothers
walking around with babies”, said researcher Winston Seiler, a geologist at the
University of Utah.

The tracks were laid about 190 million years ago in what is now the
Vermillion Cliffs National Monument.

“There must have been more than one kind of dinosaur there” said
researcher Marjorie Chan, professor and chair of Geology and Geophysics at
the University of Utah.  “It was a place that attracted a crowd, kind of like a
dance floor.”

While the site is covered in sand dunes now, the researchers say the
tracks are within what was a network of wet low watering holes between the
dunes.  In fact, the tracks provide more evidence of wet intervals during the
Early Jurassic Period, when the US Southwest was covered with a field of
sand dunes larger than the Sahara Desert.  Chan and her colleagues,
including Seiler, described the dinosaur track site in the October issue of the
International Paleontology Journal Palaios.

By studying the sizes and shapes of the tracks, Seiler suggests four
dinosaur species gathered at the watering hole, though researchers have yet
to match the prints with specific species.  Currently, the tracks are named for
their particular shapes and include:

Eubrontes  footprints measure 10 to 16 inches (25 to 41 cm) long
and have three toes and a heel.  These tracks likely were made by upright-
walking dinosaurs with a body length of 16 to 20 feet (5 - 6m), or smaller than
Tyrannosaurus Rex.

Grallator tracks are about 4 to 7 inches (10 - 18 cm) long, are three
toed and were left by small dinosaurs only a few feet tall.

Sauropodmorph  tracks, more circular than the other types, were left
by creatures that walked on four legs and were the largest dinosaurs at the
site.  Their tracks range from 6 to 11 inches (15 - 18 cm) long.  Seiler said the
tail dray marks are associated with these circular foot prints, so they likely
were made by Sauropods.

Anchisauripus  tracks measure 7 to 10 inches (18 - 25 cm) long and
were made by dinosaurs that range from 6 to 13 feet (2 - 4 m) in length.

Numerous dinosaur track sites have been found in the western
United Sates and elsewhere around the world.  For instance, tracks from a
herd of eleven giant Sauropod dinosaurs were discovered in the ancient
coastal mudflats of Yemen.  But the new discovery is rare in the density of 



tracks.  “Unlike other trackways that may have several dozen
footprint impressions, this particular surface has more than a
thousand,” said Seiler and Chan write.

Chan first visited the site of the dinosaur tracks with
a US Bureau of Land Management ranger who was puzzled
by them.  Chan initially called them potholes, which are
erosion features common to desert sandstone.  “But I knew
that wasn’t the whole story because of the high concentration
and because they weren’t anywhere else near by but along
that one surface.”

One unnamed reviewer of the Palaios study still
believes the holes are features, according to a statement
released by the University of Utah.  In 2006, Seiler saw the
tracks and had similar thoughts.  “At first glance, they look
like weathering pits - a field of odd potholes”, he said.  “But
within about five minutes of wandering around, I realized
these were dinosaur footprints.”

Taken from MSNGBC.com
LiveScience.com for more on this story.
From Gneiss Times, May 2009, Vol 40, Issue 20

President’s Message

It's been a wonderful summer, but as always way too short.
We are in the remodeling mode at the clubhouse and the

transition period is under way.
We've been able to purge,
clean and rearrange with the
support of a lot of our members.
There were times when we
stumbled across things from
long ago that brought back
wonderful memories. And of
course there were also those
items that caused us to wonder

"why is that here?".Fortunately we have members that recall
the why's and what for's that brought insight and assisted us
in making decisions.  It's allowed us to expand our seating

capability by adding 12 more chairs in the meeting room. This

will help us on the larger attendance nights. Next up will be
the kitchen area, look for changes. 

        On another note, the field trips have been well
attended and enjoyed! Looking forward to the remainder of
the year. The best may still be yet to come.

Rock on!
Bambi

Field Trip Information

September 10-14 --- The Delta, Utah trip will leave from the
Colorado Welcome Center in Fruita at 8:00 AM on Thursday
September 10 and will return on Monday September 14.
Bambi will be the leader. The plan is to enjoy lunch at Mom's
Cafe in Salina, UT then continue on to Delta, Utah (a total of

282 miles). One day will be spent at Antelope Springs looking
for trilobties; one day near Clear Lake for sunstones; one day

near Black Rock for mahogany and snowflake obsidian and
Apache tears and the fourth day at the Delta Rock Shop and
then home. Other possibilities are Topaz Mountain and
Dugway depending on interest and time. Because of the
numerous places we're going to visit, we'll set up camp at the
RV park in Delta. Motels are also available in Delta. 
September 27 --  The Yellow Cat field trip will be led by Jana

Burritt and will leave from the Colorado Welcome Center in
Fruita at 8:00 on Sunday September 27. Yellow Cat is a
popular area for a variety of good agates and other
collectibles. 4WD is recommended and car pooling will be
available

Facetor’s Meetings
June 19 Meeting 

Members present were Arvid Faudskar, Paul
Schleisman, Jim Vaughn, Irv Nutting, Eric Rockingham, Mike
Ryan, Lynn Daly, Barbara Austin, Ralph Stuart, Howard
Whipple, Dale Breckenridge and Connie Duncan.

Paul brought 14 stones that he has cut in the past
two months.  They were very nice.  Paul also brought some
“sunstones” for the group to share.

Our monthly project was the “Nite Owl” diagram.
Members cutting this project were: Doc - smoky quartz”; Irv -
sherry topaz; Connie - green Laser Gem.  The “Nite Owl” was
a fat, pear shaped stone that was quite brilliant and not too
difficult to cut. Other stones shown were: Mike - green-gold
quartz; Dale - “Tris de Garnet”; Doc - “Viviant” in brown laser
gem.

We then discussed what the group would like for
competition designs and materials for the 2010 show. Some
of the members presented diagrams for consideration for the
competition cuts.  The Novice competition will consist of one
stone, cut in any quartz material, 10mm or larger from a
choice of two patterns, “Phil’s Brilliant’ or “Sun Twist”.  The
Advanced competition will consist of two stones, “Tris de
Garnet” using Laser Gem, 10 mm or larger and the second
will be “DJG Omni Marquis” cut from natural quartz, 10 mm
or larger.  In addition, competitors may cut a diagram of their
choice, material of their choice, 10 mm or larger.  These
entries will only be considered (along with all other entries)
for the “Best of Show” award.

The project for July is “Oval Flair”.  Our next meeting
is July 18th

July 18 Meeting  
This month we had a light turnout, lots of members

busy with other activities.  Those attending: Irv Nutting, Eric
Rockingham, Barbara Austin, Chuck Duncan, Ralph Stuart,
Dale Breckenridge, Howard Whipple, Paul Schleisman, and
Connie Duncan.  Our project for this month, “Oval Flair” was
cut by Doc - Syn. Green quartz; Paul - leaded glass; Connie -
Syn. Blue quartz; Dale - Herkimer diamond. 

We spent time discussing the cutting sequence
used to complete this stone.  Sometimes diagrams are
written using a cutting sequence that is not necessarily the
best choice for the particular pattern.  This is very frustrating
for newer facetors, so the group often determines a better
cutting sequence on a diagram to be used for a monthly
project.  

Doc also had a clear quartz in a design of his own,
a checkerboard pattern.  Howard had a clear quartz round
brilliant which was very well done.  Doc said he is cutting a 
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30 mm “Butterfly” from quartz.
Our project for August is “Sun Twist”.  Our meeting

is August 15th.
August 15 Meeting

Members attending were Irv Nutting, Eric
Rockingham, Paul Schleisman, Chuck Duncan, Allen Smith,
Don Bush, John and Lynn Daly, Mike Ryan, Howard Whipple,
and Connie Duncan.

Our project, “Sun Twist” was cut by Irv - Herkimer
Diamond; Howard - clear quartz; Paul - orange glass and
pink glass; Connie - amethyst.  Other stones were shown by:
Allen - two beautiful ametrine; Don - lavender CZ; Paul - blue
glass, design was “Cornered”.  Copies of this diagram were
given to those members that did not have a copy.  

The question was asked, Do checkerboard patterns
affect refraction?  Allen said no, if anything it can add to the
beauty of the stone.  We spent time discussing what
materials newer cutters should acquire for cutting, taking into
account necessary cutting and polishing discs required for
some of the materials.

Our project for September is “Maxibril”.  Next
meeting will be September 19.

Silent Auction Work Day
THANK YOU VERY MUCH,

Earl Goad, Linda Cannell, Don and Kathy Armour,
Sue and Don Smith, Tim Dingham and Don and Marjorie
Gibboney for their diligent work on a new system for the
Silent Auction. We thank you for following procedure with out
questions and for your commitment to see it through to the
end. You helped sort so we could hi-grade (with the help of
Mel Bersch) then place it all in baggies to be assigned a
number and entered in the log book for tracking. 

Felix (Jim) a special thank you for putting up with my
fear of not having enough room for storage. I can tell you
 are married and know how to deal with women. 

All donations will be handled in the same manner.
A receipt will be given to the donor that has a number and it
will be entered into the log with that number. If any one wants
to know how much their donation made for the club we will be
able to show them. 

It was a long hard three days -----but IT'S DONE. 

Thank you again and God bless each of you, 

Teri Drost and Mallory Nottingham

In Sympathy

Since our last newsletter, we have lost two club members.
John Olson passed away June 18.  There was a memorial for
John on July 31 at the Veterans Memorial Cemetery.  John
will be missed by all of us.  His service to the club and
individual club members is unmeasurable!  All our love and
sympathy to Peg and her family.

Gary Garber passed away July 13.  Our sympathy
to Barbara and her family.

A Special Thanks from Peg Olson

The card from Peg will be posted on the bulletin board.

Minutes of the Grand Junction 
Gem & Mineral Club

GENERAL MEETING, JUNE 25, 2009
The meeting was called to order by President Bambi

Johnson at 6:30 pm. She welcomed the members and guests,
thanked the kitchen help an clubhouse cleaners. 

Minutes of prior meetings were approved as printed
in the newsletter. Minutes and financial reports were posted .

No Leaverite for the summer months. Next issue will
be in September.

John Olson passed away last week. Peg will let club
know what is decided as to a service for him. Cards to Peg
would be appreciated Also Pam Bersch’s mom passed away.
No mineral meeting tomorrow night.

We had 107 people present for the meeting. The
clubhouse has a maximum of 110 people capacity for both
rooms.

Door prizes won by Jim Smith and 2 other members.
Display Case has new display for the next two

months. Jim Sebela will be showing his Agates.
Show Report – Wayne McMacken- Show was a

better success than was first thought. Next show meeting will
be in coordination with the board meeting on July 16, 2009, at
6:30 pm. Will be discussing Tables and Fee Spaces . Still
need someone to do marketing.

John Mayerik is working on the website for the club.
Would like help from anyone who has experience with web
sites. Web Site is called: Grand Junction Rock Club.org.
Would like to know what pages people want, classes, pictures
etc. Contact John at: johnm@bresnan.net if you have
suggestions.  
Classes: The club will start a pay in advance system for all
classes due to people signing up and not show up for the
classes. You can still cancel before the class and get your
money back if you can’t make the class with at least a 2 day
notice.  
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Still need two more people to clean the clubhouse for next
month’s meeting. If not filled, Bambi will call and volunteer
someone. 
Building & Maintenance – Nothing to report. 
Field Trips: Mary Denney – Thanks to Don & Sue Smith for
the great map to the Sand Flats Area, Even though people
still got lost they found tempsky fern, and petrified wood and
agate. 

Next trip will be led by Mel Bersch, Bring a hat,
breathable clothing, warm clothes for colder days/nights,
raincoat, small rock hammer, shovel, pick. For 4 Wheelers
you need to have a Wyoming sticker on your 4 wheeler. Cost
is around $20.00. Maps available at front table. 10 people
interested in going. Will meet at 8:00 a.m. July 2nd at Sears
Parking lot. At least a 6 hour drive to get to the Blue Forest
Wood Area.  

Next trip for July will be Wed. July 22 at the
Dinosaur Journey Paleontology Lab They will charge a $3.00
fee for the trip. Meet there at 9:30 in Fruita. 9 people
interested. 

Tim Austin introduced Buck Taylor & Chuck Dewey
from the Grand Valley & Cedaredge Wood Turners
Association and their wives. Presented a cane to Jim Corson
for his military service. 

Still missing the banner from the show, does anyone
know where it is? 

We received a thank you letter from Mesa State
Swim Team thanking us for the $400.00 donation for their
help at the show. 

Next Board Meeting will be July 16 at 6:30. If you
have any issues you want to discuss, please bring it to the
board.  

Brag Rocks: Jim Corson – Wants help with
identifying his rocks on the table. Jana brought petrified wood
she found on the Sand Flat trip. Mel showed some
specimens he had polished from Mexico., Bambi had some
quartz & flourite from around Gateway. Also told of things not
to do rockhounding.
Next Meeting will be July 22,2009 

Meeting closed at 8:15. 

Respectfully Submitted, Marjorie Gibboney, Acting Secretary

General Meeting, July 23, 2009
Meeting was brought to order by President Bambi

Johnson at 6:30 p.m. with the pledge and a prayer.  The
meeting was recessed for the potluck dinner.  The meeting
resumed at 7:15 p.m. after a delicious dinner provided by the
membership.  Introduction of new members and guests with
a total of 67 attending.

Secretary’s minutes and the Treasurer’s reports are
posted for review.
Correspondence and Illnesses: Peg Olson has come down
with the shingles.  Gary Garber passed away on July 13th.
Cards and condolences have been requested to be sent
directly to the family.  Also, at this time there is a need for a
Correspondence Secretary and a Historian for the club.  Any
volunteers should approach Bambi Johnson.

The December Christmas committee has begun to
organizing with Kay Crawford as the chairperson.
The Show Committee met last week making the following
recommendations for the membership to consider: Dealer
fees to be raised $3.00 per foot; rent tables from some

vendor other than two Rivers Convention Center or dealing
with them from the club.  There is also a need for revamping
the advertising and help is being requested.  Work days for
the silent auction booth and its’ inventory will take place
August 21 thru 23 at 8:00 a.m. at the clubhouse.
Shop Committee will be meeting July 28 at 6:00 p.m.  The
Wednesday Open Shop will start in September and there will
only be one chain gang class in August (the first Tuesday).

There was a discussion on the possibility of short
term building expansion due to the ever increasing
membership.  There was also a notation that there has been
some new shelving acquired for the storage shed.
Field Trip Committee reported that the field trip over the
fourth of July to Blue Forest had 28 members and eight dogs.
Everyone appeared to have a good time and came back with
lots of goodies.  The next field trip will be August 15 to
Animas Forks and the San Juan with the meeting place at the
old weigh station in Whitewater.
New Business: There will be a memorial for John Olson at
the Veterans Cemetery at l:00 p.m. on July 31.  Come early
as there is limited seating.

A new website has been set up and is now available
to members and the public.  grandjunctionrockclub.org 

Brag rocks were shown by five of the members, with
most of the items from the most recent field trip to the Blue
Forest.

The membership was informed that the Contingency
Fund from our Wants and Wishes list has been set up.  It
was also noted that the scholarships would be set up once
the final figures were determined from the show monies.
These are not a part of the budget.

Last minute notes of rock shows in the state include
Creede on August 1 - 3, and Buena Vista on August 6 - 9.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Minutes submitted by Kathy Armour, Secretary

Area Gem and Mineral Shows

September 18 - 20:  Denver Gem & Mineral Show sponsored
by the Greater Denver Area Gem & Mineral Council
D e n v e r  M e r c h a n d i s e  M a r t .   W e b s i t e :
www.DenverMineralShow.com
October 2 - 4:  RMFM Convention, Roswell, NM
October 9 - 11:  (?) Moab UT

Making a Doublet
by Don Brenholtz

Have you ever had a beautiful stone with small pits
or imperfections that can’t be sanded out?  Here’s what you
can do.  This works great on a lot of the agate and other
stones we find.

Making a doublet is simply gluing a quartz cap on to
the top of the stone to be made into a cabochon.  There are
several advantages to this.  1.  You can buy the quartz 
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caps already finished so this eliminates a lot of work.  2.  It
solves the problem of imperfections in the stone as the glue
between the quartz cap and the stone makes them invisible.
3.  Because the quartz cap already has a dome to it, you can
use a much thinner slab.  This lets you get more slabs from
a stone.

Pick your stone and the size cab you want to make.
Mark it and cut it as usual.  Leave the preform slightly larger
than the cap.  Then finish grinding it to size after the two are
joined.  By grinding with a slight angle to the back, you can
get a perfect match without getting into the cap.  If you have
a large slab, you might want to glue several caps on it then
cut it apart after the glue has set.  The top of your stone
should be perfectly flat.  Sand it smooth.  A flat lap is best for
this.  Do not polish it as the glue will adhere better to a
slightly rough surface.

Here is the tricky part: you must be sure there are
not air bubbles trapped between the quartz cap and stone, as
these will show up as a silver streak after it sets up.  The
stone and the cap should be cleaned with acetone to be sure
they are free of any oil.  A trick I use is to mix the epozy, and
then heat it a little.  This tins it a little and tends to make it
easier to get any air bubbles out.  This could be done by
holding it over a light bulb.  Be sure the stone is covered
evenly with the glue.  

The quartz caps can be rather expensive in larger
size.  You can make you own from plate glass, but they will
not be as durable as the quartz.  Natural or man-made quartz
can be used.
from Strata Gem, Nov 2008 - viz Beehive Buzzer, Oct 2008

Free Online Gemology Course
If you are interested in learning about gemology

from a scientific (rather than a commercial or artistic)
viewpoint, then you might enjoy this website:
www.bwsmigel.info/

Included there is a series of lessons developed by
Barbara Smigel, PhD, GG, and Emeritus Professor at the
College of Southern Nevada.  You don’t need to register to
use the materials contained on the site.  However, you can
opt to register and take the full distance learning, online
course for college credit.  Web lectures include the following
lessons:
Lesson 1: Basic Terms
Lesson 2: Naming and Measuring Gems
Lesson 3: Physical Properties of Gems
Lesson 4: Optical Properties of Gems
Lesson 5: Magnification and What it Reveals
Lesson 6: Optical Phenomena in Gemstones
Lesson 7: Gem Fashioning
Lesson 9: Synthetics and Simulants
Lesson 10: Gem Formation

Also included on the site are Web Essays that are
one topic, pictorial essays with information on specific rocks
and minerals.  You can follow a link to “Ask the Teacher”
specific questions and actually receive an answer in
response.  There is also an audio pronunciation guide and A-
Z Survey of Gemstones downloadable as a PowerPoint
presentation and suggested textbooks and reading
assignments if you are interested in learning more.  Simply
visit www.bwsmigel.info/ and check it out.
Source: Strata Gem. 09/09 via Rockhound Rambling, 7/07

Editor’s Note: I checked this website and found it very interesting I

want to get into the information deeper.

New Member Addition to Directory 2009

BOLOTIN, Billy & Laura,  659 Douglas Place,  81504, 434-2149,
CatSister893@msn.com

BOWKER, Brian & Summer, 437-1/2 Jornada Street, 81504-4728
201-5605, bbowker@crccwest.com

BURRITT, Mike & Jenna, 228 - 28-1/2 Road 81503

257-1033, janaburritt1@yahoo.com

DEICHMEISTER, Betsy, 3152 Goldeneye Ave, 81504

243-2770, gnjeep@msn.com (see Marsing)

EREKSON, Houston, 726-1/2 Monument View Dr. 81505, 261-
7754, RKTDWG@yahoo.com

GEORGE, Mark and Brenda, 3190 E Road, 81504

712-0076, mgeorge1960@yahoo.com

GILMER, Ken & Cheryl, 450 Duffy Drive,  81505

812-5823, kgilmer@bresnan.net

HAINES, Sandra, 2984 Rood Court, 81504

243-8002 & 208-2825, SusanHaines57@yahoo.com

LANDGRAF,  Robert and Barbara, 304 Palmer Trail, Manitou
Springs CO 80829-2844, 719-685-1364

RMLWP74@aol.com ; AFORESTMAN@aol.com

LASITER, Sandra, DUNCAN, Daniel, HEIN, John

278-1/2 Parkview Drive E, 81503,

242-5669, Lasiter69@msn.com

LAWRENCE, Darrick, 3171 Sheryl Court, 81503

UCCARDI, Jessica

241-9051, jessicau78@yahoo.com

MARSING, Pam, 3152 Goldeneye Ave, 81504

261-4628, pam.marsing@gmail.com (See Deichmeister)

LANCE, Dax and Brandy, 2461 F-1/4 Rd #711, 81501

580-744-0827, brandylance@gmail.com

McKEE,  Harley & Linda, 3072 Sunflower Ct, 81504

314-7155, handimckee@bresnan.net

MEGEE, Laverne, 811 Texas Avenue, 81501                

261-5335, bravehearted_woman@yahoo.com

MOORE, John, 2366 Monument Drive, 81507

241-1936

ORRELL, George & Tonya, 671 Tahoe Circle, 81505

260-1390

PACHECO, Edward & Louis, 542 Sycamore St 81504

245-7260

RICHEY, Bill & Pat, 2222 Rimrock Road, 81507

256-7900, WTRICHEY@Brersnan.net

SMITH Robert R., 850 Bookcliff Avenue, 81501

241-5222
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Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club
Dues - 2010

Name______________________________________

____________________________________________

Address_____________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Adult Member
$20.00_____________________________________
Second adult in household, $5.00________________
(see Information page for details on dues)

Mail To: Sandy Hood, Membership Chair
 515 Dove Court
  Grand Junction, CO 81507

Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club
Dues - 2010

Name______________________________________

____________________________________________

Address_____________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Adult Member
$20.00_____________________________________
Second adult in household, $5.00________________
(see Information page for details on dues)

Mail To: Sandy Hood, Membership Chair
 515 Dove Court
  Grand Junction, CO 81507

SNODGRASS, Roy & Linda, 1687 - 15 Rd, Loma 81524. 

858-7164, oliver1655@fruitawireless.com

SULLIVAN,  Steve & Jean, 3127 Dublin Way, 81504

434-9234

TIMMINS Debbie, 3505 N. 12th Street Apt. A16 81506, 660-3017,
datimmins1@yahoo.com

WARF, Chuck & Kirsten, 611 Tropicana Dr, 81501

243-1521, chucwar@gmail.com

How About Those Limestones?
By C.E. Johnson

     Many “rockhounds” and “prospectors” are not aware of the
significant role of these formations in the search  for minerals.
If you have read this far, I congratulate you. If you read the
rest of this article, I sincerely hope you profit by it in some
way. 

      There are numerous ways limestone formations serve us,
but for the moment, let’s consider only the rockhound point of
view.
     “Sedimentary” limestone formations of course give
rockhounds the chert & flint varieties of Chalcedony, and sea
life fossils and shells, and some contain gypsum, aragonite
& pyrite, etc..

     Much of the world’s oil has been produced from natural
reservoirs in porous limestones and dolomites, and as
sedimentary rocks, limestones are a major source of lime
used in the manufacture of cement and fertilizer, some are
used as paper-filler, etc. Some are used as building stone
and many other industrial purposes.

     In addition to the “sedimentary” values, the effects of
“dynamic metamorphism” (changes due to natural pressures
in the earth), converts the limestone family rocks to marble &
calcschists, etc., which often converts the original limestones
minerals to more desirable ones, and when these rocks are
“intruded” by bodies of magma they make excellent “host”
rock formations for ore deposits, and rockhound minerals. In
the “contact zones” with the magma, they will convert to “calc-
silicate” rock and “skarn”, which then often contain metallic
ore deposits and other non-metallic minerals, including
certain kinds of garnets, diopside, epidote, wollastonite,
fluorite, calcite & dolomite, serpentine, tremolite/actinolite. 

     Any precious metals would be very sparse in this
environment. Any metals would most likely be ores of iron,
copper, and tungsten. Graphite is frequent.

     Any two or more of these minerals may occur in any one
deposit. They are typically coarse-grained, with broad &
distinct cleavage surfaces. These deposits show gnarled
“pocket like” outcrops.

     The moral of this story of course is that regions with these
limestones and intrusive rocks together, especially if the
limestones are overlying or adjacent to, the intrusive rock
formations, are happy hunting ground for rockhounds &
prospectors. This example is only one of many examples of
the primary clues that rock formations give us in our search
for minerals, but of course if you don’t know where those
favorable geology areas are, this information is only
academic, right? Read on.

     The most reliable and fairly easy way to find favorable
places for many minerals is to obtain a geologic map of your
area or any other area you may be interested in exploring.
Geologic maps show rock formations and many other very
helpful bits of knowledge about the areas shown on the maps.

     Those geologic maps are available at places such as the
USGS offices (United States Geologic Survey) and their State
affiliates, some office & stationary suppliers some state
geology departments, bureaus of land management offices,
etc. If they don’t have them, they probably will direct you to the
most likely sources that have them on hand.
     I recommend that those who are computer-wise log in
on <usgs.gov> and follow the links to what you need.
It’s easy if you do it right. If that’s not an option, you
can call 1-888-ASK-USGS for information, or write to
USGS Information Services, Box 25286, Denver, CO
From Rockhound Roundup, 6/09
Via The RockCollector June 09
Via Strata Gem, September 2009

Dues Anyone?

It’s time to start thinking about renewing your membership,
especially if you are going south for the winter.  Dues are due
by December 31.  You can pay them at club meetings or mail
them to Sandy Hood.



The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 953
Grand Junction, CO 81502
Meeting Place
2328 Monument Road
Grand Junction, CO

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc, is nonprofit, tax-
exempt, educational organization.  Our purpose shall be
exclusively educational and social: (a) to increase and
disseminate knowledge of the earth sciences pertaining to
minerals, gems, rocks, artifacts, and fossils and similar subjects;
(b) to promote and perpetuate knowledge of the lapidary arts;: (c)
to encourage field trips;  (d) to encourage greater public interest
and education in gems fossils and minerals, cooperating with
established institutions in such matters.

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club meets on the second
and fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at our club
building at 2328 Monument Road - Except - June, July, and
August -meetings are on the fourth Thursday only - November 
and December meetings are on the second Thursday only.  Our
Annual Show is the second weekend of May.  Classes and
workshops are offered through out the year.  Classes are
announced and/or printed in the newsletter.

Board meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month
at 6:00 p.m prior to the regular meeting except in June, July, and
August when the board meeting will be held prior to the meeting
on the fourth Thursday.  

All members are urged to contribute material for publication in
the Leaverite News.  All articles should be submitted by e-mail to
leaveritenews@aol.com  or Barb Austin, Editor, 2918 Plymouth
Road, Grand Junction, CO 81503, 263-7404

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club’s calender year is
January 1 - December 31.  Dues are due by December 31.  
Dues are:

Adult Member - $20.00 (18 and over)
2nd Adult, same household - $5.00
Children under 18 years, same household - No Cost
Annual dues will be prorated after July lst
Prospective members must attend one general meeting
to obtain a membership application

Please send dues to:
Sandy Hood, Membership Chair
515 Dove Court
Grand Junction, CO 81507

The Leaverite News is published nine months of the year by the
Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.  Articles printed in
this newsletter are the experiences and/or opinions of the
individuals submitting them.  They do not necessarily reflect the
views or opinions of the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club
or the editor.  We are not responsible for the authenticity, safety,
or reliability.  Caution and safety should always be practiced
when trying out any new idea.  Articles written without a byline
are written by the editor.

Except for items that are specifically copyrighted by their authors,
other societies may use material published in the Leaverite News
provided the proper credit is given to the Author (if the author is
a Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club member it will be so
noted in the byline.) and the Leaverite News and the sense or
meaning of the material is not changed.

OFFICERS

President         Bambi Johnson 245-1414
2831 B-3/10 Road
Grand Junction 81503  

Vice President John Mayerik 243-8589
1875 Deer Park Circle North
Grand Junction 81507

Secretary           Kathy Armour 243-8748
2862-1/2 Pinehurst Lane
Grand Junction 81503

Treasurer    Robert & Connie Duncan
2984 B-1/2 Road 244-2984
Grand Junction 81503

DIRECTORS

1 Year    Mel Bersch - Past President 242-3134
1 Year  Don Gibboney (Finance) 245-2885
1 Year  Robert Frost 255-7078
2 Year  Marj Gibboney 245-2885
3 Year  Jim Sebela

              COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Audit Pam Johnson           523-5443
Beverage/Pop Earl McFry       245-6545
Budget Don Gibboney       245-2885
Building Jim Smith    
Grounds Jim Smith
Cleaning Doris McFry       245-8696
Corresp. Sec. Barb Faudskar 255-6545
Compliance Connie Duncan 244-2984
Editor Barbara Austin       263-7404
Education JoAnn Piburn 245-1669     
Field Trip Mary Ann Denney 245-5517
Historian Virdie Savage       243-1030
Hospitality John & Peg Olson      523-1686    
Librarian Joyce Frost        255-7078
Members/badges Sandy Hood               241-8020
Nominating                  
Publicity                
Refreshments John & Peg Olson       523-1686
Safety ALL MEMBERS
Scholarships Bill Hood        241-8020
Scrapbook
Shop Chairman JoAnn Piburn        245-1669
Show Chairman 2009 Brent Jensen 245-5595
Asst Show Chairman Wayne McMacken 255-8374
Supplies Doris McFry        245-8696
Vests Lynn Daly        523-0645
Wall Cases Mel Bersch        242-3134

The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. is affiliated with
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, and the
Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies.

**The Mesa County Barite shown in this publication is from the
Mel Bersch Collection

To receive this newsletter via e-mail, you must sen d a
request to:   leaveritenews@aol.com


