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2009 CALENDER

June
9:30 am Facetors Group
6:30 Annual Barbeque
Bring a dish to share and
own service
Business Meeting
6:30 Mineral Group

July
6:30 Show Committe

6:30 Board Meeting
9:30 am Facetors Group
6:30 Potluck - Bring a dish to
share and own service
7:30 Business Meeting
6:30 Mineral Group
August
9:30 am Facetors Group
6:30 Potluck - Bring a dish to
to share and own service
7:30 Business Meeting
6:30 Mineral Group

Please Note: Board Meetings will be
announced at business meetings or
Board Members will be contacted as to
the dates.

Open Shop Every Saturday
9:00 am to 12:00

Volume 26 Number 6

Because our summer schedule changes , the following is for
your information:
Meetings - During the months of June, July, and August we meet on
the fourth Thursday of each month only. The June meeting will be the
annual club barbeque. The club furnishes the meat (hamburger, hot
dogs, etc), buns, and drinks. Members furnish slide dishes and
desserts. The July and August meetings are regular potluck dinners.

Field Trips :

July 2-6: Blue Forest, Wyoming (Farson Area)
Meet July 2 at Sears Parking Lot

For more information call 242-3134

July 22: Dinosaur Journey, 550 Jurassic Court in Fruita
Meet at 9:30 a.m. The admission fee is $3.50

For more information, call 245-5517

August 15: Animas Forks

Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Orchard Mesa City Market
For more information, call 263-7404

September 10 - ?: Delta, Utah

Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Welcome Center in Fruita
For more information, call 245-8404

September 27: Yellow Cat Area, Utah

Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Welcome Center in Fruita

Open Shop and Classes:

The shop will continue to be open on Saturday mornings
through out the summer unless otherwise announced.

There will be some classes going on during the summer
months. They will be announced at the meetings or you can call JoAnn
Piburn for more information.

If you belong to a satellite group (Facetors, Mineral, Wire
Wrapping, etc.), check with your group for dates or changes.
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President’s

Message

The summer is just

around the corner and we have

field trips planned for every

month.  Get out there and

enjoy! As a reminder, take some pictures for our field trip

display that we use at the show! Also, it's great to have
extras for our scrapbook.

We are continuing to look at our budget and our
wants/needs.

Our membership is increasing monthly so there are
new faces at the meetings. I'd like to encourage you to
introduce yourself and share your knowledge. Sandy Hood
gives each new member a letter from me that provides an
overview of our club and it's duties, but there is nothing better
than talking with a fellow rockhound. We were all new
members at one point and | am certain we can relate to how
it feels.

I would also like to encourage new and current
members to attend Mel and Pam Bersch’s mineral night (the
Friday after our Thursday potlucks). Itis another way to learn
and fellowship.

Have a wonderful summer!

Bambi

CLUB INFORMATION

Show Report

The show was a great success. Thankyou to all the
members who gave of their time and talent to make the show
what it is. It takes many months every year but it always
pays off in the end. Thanks to all the committee heads;
those who show up to load and unload all the equipment;
those who man the admissions and the different booths; the
demonstrators; the members who are just there to help the
public enjoy the show; and all the rest of you — to many to
mention. IT TAKES US ALL!!
THANKS TO:
Demonstrators

A big THANK YOU to everyone who demonstrated
all the various techniques that the Club offers to its members.
The public is always amazed at the class offerings available
as well as the quality of the finished work. Those members
demonstrating were:

Silver Work - Russ Adams and Linda Brawley

Chain Making - JoAnn Piburn and Kathy Armour

Intarsia - Jim Lynch

Mineral ID - Bill Hood

Lapidary - Harold Haskins and Earl McFry

Filigree - Marie Macom

Wire Wrapping - Teri Drost

Chain Class - Sally Breckenridge and Wayne

McMacken

Faceting - Doc Stuart, Jim Vaughn, Mike Ryan,

Dale Breckenridge, Paul Schleisman, Early

Waskosky.
Again, a big Thank You for your time and effort.

Connie Duncan, Demonstrator Chairman

Club Cases :
Thanks to all the members who contributed so much to
helping make our show more interesting. We really did well
showing what we do. Talking to people who were looking
—they were all impressed.
You are all very talented

Ferne Spaulding and Jan McConnell

Grab Bags

The M&M Girls would like to Thank everyone for all
the help you gave us with the grab bags. We appreciate you
sewing them, filling them, donating prizes for the prize board,
and for working in our booth at the show selling them.

We also want to thank Nina for the work she did on
the Kokopelli necklaces. For coming to the clubhouse and
showing us how to do the designs on the necklaces and then
coming back again to finish them up. We really appreciate
all you do for us.

Without everyone’s help we wouldn’t be able to do
the job that's been done. Thank You One And All for
supporting your club.

Marj Haskins and Marj Gibboney

Ida Thomas, Diane Fisher, Doris McFry

Silent Auction

A BIG THANK YOU!!l To all that helped make the silent
auction happen this year. | cannot name all the people who
helped out at the show or who donated items, so | will not try.
| just wanted to let all you that fall into that group —THANK
You!!l Twill say it would not have been as much fun without
the help of Wayne Sims. Thank you so much for all the help,
Wayne

John Daly

Special Attractions
Thanks to Terri Drost, Jim Lynch, Mal Nottingham, Ferne
Spaulding and Marvin Shepard for sharing their works of art.
They are all truly beautiful. Thanks again.

Barb Austin

And from all of us —THANK YOU, BRENT AND WAYNE for
all your work this year.

Wire Wrappers Get Together

If you are interested in exchanging ideas with other wrappers,
please feel free to join in the fun and education. We all have
different ways of doing the same thing and your way may
help someone who is having a problem just getting over a
small bump in their road. If Francis Cooper and Helen
Kaufman had not shared their knowledge, no one would be
the wire wrappers we are today.
The summer schedule for the Wire Wrap Get Together will
be July 12" and August 2", 2:00 p.m to 4:00 p.m. at the club
house.
Thanks,

Teri Drost
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Facetors’ Meeting

May 16" there were eleven facetors and one guest
at the meeting: Randy Smith, Lynn Daly, Eric Rockingham,
Irv Nutting, Paul Schleisman, Chuck Duncan, Arvid Faudskar,
Dale Breckenridge, Jim Vaughn, Mick Rayan, Connie
Duncan, and guest, Barbara Faudskar.

Members passed around some of the competition
stones. Lynn had her winning Novice stone and Dale his
Best-of-Show winner. Every entrant did an excellent job on
their stones. Everyone cutting over 90%. We discussed the
variables in the judging and felt having two judges this year
was beneficial.

Most of our time was spent discussing options for
the 2010 competition. How can we improve our criteria to
increase participation and meet the needs of the cutters.
Lack of time is always a problem,. Material should be
affordable and user friendly, having optional patterns would
be a plus, etc. Members will bring cutting designs to the next
meeting and the group will select four to six to be used in the
competition of two stones. There will be a choice of relatively
easy designs and then a choice of more difficult designs.
Cutters will chose one of the easy designs and one of the
more difficult designs. The material used will be determined
and everyone will cut the same material. The idea is to
improve our cutting by having this competition but not to
frustrate or discourage anyone. This should be a funlearning
experience for all of us..

Minutes of the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral
Club, May 2009

General Meeting, May 14, 2009

The meeting was called to order by acting President,
John Mayerick. The members providing cookies were
thanked, new members and guest were introduced. (A total
of seventeen persons.) John explained that President Bambi
Johnson will be out of town for a while longer.

The program was presented by member , Bill Hood.
Bill and Sandy made a trip to Russia through Park Service
volunteerism. Bill's program was very interesting and his
slide presentation was great-loved seeing the “Onion
Domes” again.

Minutes of prior meetings were approved as printed
in the newsletter. Minutes and the financial reports are
posted.

Door prizes were won by Mary Denney, Susan, a
guest, and Helen Kaufman. The job sheet is circulating and
there is a need for volunteers for all the duties listed.
Committee Reports:

Brent Jensen, Show Chairman, thanked everyone who
helped at this year’s show.

JoAnn Piburn reported that Russ will begin a Silversmith
class in June. JoAnn will have a Wire Weaving class May
19", Wayne McMacken will be starting a chain class soon.
Mel's Mineral ID class will meet at his home Saturday
morning. Open shop is ongoing and plans for a second open
shop are in the works. There will be a vote at the next
meeting as to a schedule for operating time of the second
open shop. Irvindicated that faceting classes are available.
JoAnn stated that the “Chain Gang” meets the first and third
Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m. in the shop.

Teri Drost will have the “Wire Wrappers” meeting on a
Sunday from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. so as not to conflict with field
trips.

Mary Denney reported on field trips, asking members for
suggestions. Also, there will only be one newsletter for the
entire summer so all summer field trips will be in the next
newsletter.

New Business: The club is not self-supporting, dependent on
outside functions and activities such as the annual show to
cover annual expenses. Some thought needs to be given by
every member as to how we can increase club revenue>
some ideas were to have an e-mail directory to advise non-
members of club functions and availability; have a web site
with club information; put ourselves in the public eye through
use of displays at banks, libraries, etc..

Brag Rocks: John Daly had some spheres he had finished.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Connie Duncan, Acting Secretary

General Meeting, May 28, 2009

President Bambi Johnson opened the meeting with
a thank you to all members for their support while she was
out of town. Prayer and Pledge were said then the meeting
was recessed for the potluck dinner.

The meeting resumed at 7:28 p.m. with a welcome
to all guest and new members. Total members and guests
present was 92.

Correspondence noted that Richard Moe has had a
hip replacement and is doing fine; John Olson has his ups
and downs with the chemo; and Arvid Faudskar is doing
better and has been out of town.

Secretary Minutes and Treasurer's Reports have been posted
for all club member to peruse.

Door prizes were awarded to Dan Armour, Marj Gibboney,
and Rita Hiller.

Old Business:

A date for the new open shop day was voted on and it has
been decided that the day will be Thursdays from 1:00 to
4:00 p.m. No date was set for the starting of this open shop.
Classes: JoAnn Piburn is currently teaching a wire weaving
class on Tuesday evenings, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.. Wayne
McMacken will be beginning a chain making class as soon as
he gets enough interest. Teri Drost is currently in discussion
with others about ideas for a wire wrapping class normally
held on Sunday afternoons. Brent Jensen will be starting an
intarsia class in October. Irv Nutting, Connie Duncan, and
Jim Vaughn will be teaching faceting on a one-on-one_basis
as scheduled with the instructor. Marie Macom has decided
to retire from filigree instruction so there will have to be a new
instructor before this class is again offered. Russ Adams wiill
be teaching a siversmithing class staring June 8 (Monday)
from 6::00 to 9:00 p.m. John Giles will be teaching another
lapidary class starting in the fall. It was also noted that
butane for any of the afore mentioned classes can be
obtained from the Smoke Shop.

Show Committee: Many thanks to Brent Jensen for the way
this year's show was run. Vendors and all noted the good
work. Next year’s show chairman, Wayne McMacken, noted
that for continuities sake that the chairmen should be in a
leadership role for more than one year. He has been
approved for at least two years. Next show meeting will be
held the third Thursday in June, June 18 at 6:30 p.m. Kathy
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Buniger gave a report on the attendance at the show for 2009
—students and children attendance was up but the adult
attendance was down, in total attendance was down.
Building and Maintenance: Jim Smith noted that all A?C units
are up and running.

Field Trips: Mary Denney noted that the next field will take
place Saturday, June 13 to Sand Flats. All going should
meet at the clubhouse at 7:30 a.m. The July 4" trip will be to
the Blue Forestin Wyoming. It will be a dry camp, so be sure
to take plenty of water.

New Business:

Next Board Meeting will be June 11 at 6:30 p.m.

BJ Brown read an invitation to Ed (Chicken) and Verna
Jones’ 68" wedding anniversary party. All club members are
invited to attend.

Kay Crawford noted that she had made a memorial for
Francis Cooper for the show and that it was currently in the
Club storage facility.

Bambi noted that the budget was currently being worked on
and would be reported in full at a later date.

Brag Rocks were shown by Robert Duncan, Mel Bersch,
Frank Daniels, Wayne McMacken, and Jana Bukrrett.

The Mineral Meeting will be held tomorrow evening, May 29,
at Mel and Pam Bersch home with a potluck.

Next meeting will be held June 25 with a barbeque and a
discussion about the wants and needs of the club. Meeting
may run long.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Kathy Armour, Secretary

Board Meeting, June 11, 2009

Meeting opened at 6:27 p.m. with Bambi Johnson,
John Mayerik, Kathy Amour, Robertand Connie Duncan, Don
and Marj Gibboney, Chuck Duncan, JoAnn Piburn, Wayne
McMacken, Jim Sebela, and Robert Frost in attendance.

First on the agenda was the recommendation for the
Contingency fund that has been requested. We will
recommend to the membership that $5,000.00 be set aside
in a dedicated emergency repair fund. This is the equivalent
of our insurance deductible. John Mayerik recommended
that this fund be set aside in a money market so it can earn
something for use. Jim Sebela seconded.

Classes were discussed since there are so many
people signing up and then not appearing for the class. It
has been recommended by John Mayerik that we collect the
class fees at the time of sign up with the class instructor
being responsible for getting sign-up lists and moneys to the
treasurer before the class actually begins. Also, it was
discussed about a refund policy as being (a) if the class is
cancelled for lack of participants or (b) if there is a conflict
with the class schedule.

JoAnn Piburn is to get the shop policies updated to
note that class members do not have to be members of the
club. This is to keep our non-profit statis. It was also
discussed as to the class costs for members and non-
members. The Board will approve any shop committee
decision on the fees, then these recommendations are to be
brought back to the membership for a vote. Next shop
committee meeting will be held June 25, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.

John Mayerik will be checking into a possible
website.

Wayne noted that the next show committee meeting
will be July 2, 2009.

Profit and Loss statements were provided to each

board member with some discussion about the figures.

Next Board Meeting will be July 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Meeting was adjourned for a private Board only meeting.
Minutes submitted by Kathy Armour, Secretary

Shows To Attend This Summer

July 10-12 : Four Corners Gem and Mineral Show
La Plata County Fairgrounds, Durango, CO
www.DurangoRocks.org
July 31-August 2:  Mineral County Rock and Mineral Show
Underground Mining Museum, Creede CO
August 6-9: Contin-Tail Rock and Gem Show
Rodeo Grounds, Buena Vista CO
www.ColoradoRocks.org

A Fossil Fern From Florissant
Steven Wade Veatch, CSMS

Ferns are among the fossil plants found in the Florissant
Fossil Beds of Colorado .Fossil plants like these ferns are
records of prehistoric life—providing information about when
an organism lived, where it lived, and how it lived. Fossils are
vital in helping paleontologists reconstruct ancient
environments and establishing the geologic history of the
Earth.

The origins of ferns are not well understood
(Kendrick and Davis, 2004), but continued study of fossil
ferns may reveal more about their beginnings. The earliest
recognizable ferns come from the Carboniferous (359-299
million years ago).

Ferns have large complex fronds (leaves) and are
spore bearers. Some ferns are non-woody, but other ferns
are woody and are called tree ferns. Ferns were common
late Paleozoic plants and widespread in the Mesozoic.

Today ferns are the most common and diverse
spore-bearing land plants with over 10,000 species (Lane,
1992). They generally live in moist, shady areas of the forest
understory.

Dryopteris, from the Greek, drus (oak) and pteris
(fern) occurs in Florissant’'s Eocene fossil flora as well as
other Tertiary floras. Its common name—wood fern—is from
the preferred woodland habitat of most Dryopteris species.
Other common names include shield fern, Goldie's fern,
male fern, and buckler ferns

Today Dryopteris is a genus of about 250 species
of ferns growing inthe temperate Northern Hemisphere and
in eastern Asia. Fronds are bipinnate (branching of leaflets at
right angles to the central axis). The leaflets, or pinnules,
are lobed. Fertile pinnules have round sori, which are fruit
dots or reproductive bodies (Tidwell, 1998). Many of the
species have solid rootstocks forming a crown with a ring of
fronds.




Fig. 1. Dryopteris guyotti was abundant in
past geologic ages. Broad, flat leaves
helped the fern catch more sunlight.
Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument
specimen number 3135a. Photo by R.

Of all

the fossil ferns at Florissant, Dryopteris guyottii is the only
species of fern described from a frond. Other ferns are known
only from fossil spores (Meyer, 2003). It appears that
Dryopteris guyotti grew in the understory of the Eocene forest
at Florissant (preferring damp and shaded environments like
its modern relatives) or near ancient Lake Florissant.

Leaverte News Page. 5 11— e, Juy, August 2009

sori

Fig. 2. Line drawing of Dryopteris filix. USDA-NRCS
PLANTS Database / Britton, N.L., and A. Brown. 1913.
An illustrated flora of the northern United States,
Canada and the British Possessions. Vol. 1: 21.

Table 1. Taxonomy
Kingdom Plantae - Plants
Division Pteridophyta - Ferns
Class Filicales
Order Aspleniaceae
Family Dryopteridaceae - Wood Fern Family
Genus Dryopteris
Species Dryopteris guyotti (Lesquereux

References Cited:
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Books, Washington, D.C. 216 p.
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From Pick & Pack, June 2009

Improved Light Fixture
For all of you using Diamond Pacific, Genie, or Titan
Machines, here is a story you can relate to. Have you ever
been grinding away and had your hand slip and hit the rim of
the light fixture? Ouch! Hot! That 75 to 100 watt
incandescent light bulb is hot and really using up the
electricity. Try to put one of the compact Flourescent Bulbs
(CFB) in and they stick out the bottom of the light fixture
causing all that light to go everywhere and not on your work.
Then after a few days of use, the bulb breaks at the seams
from all that vibration. The bulb is dangling from wires and
the rest of the guts are still in the fixture with all that water
splashing all around. Alas, | have found the best of both
worlds. Try one of those small Halogen 35 watt mini flood
lamps. It puts a real bright light right on your work, the rim of
the light fixture stays cool and you are only using 35 watts to
get better light than the 75 - 100 incandescent bulb. When
selecting the halogen bulb there are two sizes: one has a
short neck, with will fit, but requires some creative twisting;
the other style has a longer neck and will make the
installation of the bulb in the fixture a breeze. So when that
inefficient 100 watt bulb finally blows out, try a compact
Halogen spot lamp as a replacement. Your work area will
look brighter and you will be using less energy and running
a lot cooler.
By John Marin via the CFMS Newsletter, 10/2008
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Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.




P.O. Box 953
Grand Junction, CO 81502

Meeting Place
2328 Monument Road

Grand Junction, CO

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc, is nonprofit, tax-
exempt, educational organization. Our purpose shall be exclusively
educational and social: (a) to increase and disseminate knowledge
of the earth sciences pertaining to minerals, gems, rocks, artifacts,
and fossils and similar subjects; (b) to promote and perpetuate
knowledge of the lapidary arts;: (c) to encourage field trips; (d) to
encourage greater public interest and education in gems fossils and
minerals, cooperating with established institutions in such matters.

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club meets on the second and
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at our club building at
2328 Monument Road - Except - June, July, and August -meetings
are on the fourth Thursday only - November and December
meetings are on the second Thursday only. Our Annual Show is the
second weekend of May. Classes and workshops are offered
through out the year. Classes are announced and/or printed in the
newsletter.

Board meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at
6:00 p.m prior to the regular meeting except in June, July, and
August when the board meeting will be held prior to the meeting on
the fourth Thursday.

All members are urged to contribute material for publication in the
Leaverite News. All articles should be submitted by e-mail to
leaveritenews@aol.com or Barb Austin, Editor, 2918 Plymouth
Road, Grand Junction, CO 81503, 263-7404

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club’s calender year is
January 1 - December 31. Dues are due by December 31.
Dues are:
Adult Member - $20.00 (18 and over)
2" Adult, same household - $5.00
Children under 18 years, same household - No Cost
Annual dues will be prorated after July Ist
Prospective members must attend one general meeting to
obtain a membership application

Please send dues to:

Sandy Hood, Membership Chair
515 Dove Court

Grand Junction, CO 81503

The Leaverite News is published nine months of the year by the
Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. Articles printed in this
newsletter are the experiences and/or opinions of the individuals
submitting them. They do not necessarily reflect the views or
opinions of the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club or the editor.
We are not responsible for the authenticity, safety, or reliability.
Caution and safety should always be practiced when trying out any
new idea. Articles written without a byline are written by the editor.

Except for items that are specifically copyrighted by their authors,
other societies may use material published in the Leaverite News
provided the proper credit is given to the Author (if the author is a
Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club member it will be so noted in
the byline.) and the Leaverite News and the sense or meaning of the
material is not changed.

If you would like to receive your newsletter via em ail,
please submit your request to: leaveritenews@aol. com

OFFICERS
President Bambi Johnson 245-1414
2831 B-3/10 Road
Grand Junction 81503
Vice President  John Mayerik 243-8589

1875 Deer Park Circle North
Grand Junction 81507

Secretary Kathy Armour 243-8748
2862-1/2 Pinehurst Lane
Grand Junction 81503
Treasurer Robert & Connie Duncan
2984 B-1/2 Road 244-2984
Grand Junction 81503
DIRECTORS
1Year MelBersch - Past President 242-3134
1Year Don Gibboney (Finance) 245-2885
1Year Robert Frost 255-7078
2 Year Marj Gibboney 245-2885
3 Year Jim Sebela
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Audit Pam Johnson 523-5443
Beverage/Pop Earl McFry 245-6545
Budget Don Gibboney 245-2885
Building Jim Smith
Grounds Jim Smith
Cleaning Doris McFry 245-8696
Corresp. Sec. Barb Faudskar 255-6545
Compliance Connie Duncan 244-2984
Editor Barbara Austin 263-7404
Education JoAnn Piburn 245-1669
Field Trip Mary Ann Denney 245-5517
Historian Virdie Savage 243-1030
Hospitality John & Peg Olson 523-1686
Librarian Joyce Frost 255-7078
Members/badges  Sandy Hood 241-8020
Nominating
Publicity
Refreshments John & Peg Olson 523-1686
Safety ALL MEMBERS
Scholarships Bill Hood 241-8020
Scrapbook
Shop Chairman JoAnn Piburn 245-1669
Show Chairman 2010 Wayne McMacken 255-8374
Asst Show Chairman
Supplies Doris McFry 245-8696
Vests Lynn Daly 523-0645
Wall Cases Mel Bersch 242-3134

The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. is affiliated with
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, and the
Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies.

**The Mesa County Barite shown in this publication is from
the Mel Bersch Collection




