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2010 CALENDER

May

Annual Show Setup

Annual Show
Social Hour

Business Meeting
Facetors Group

Show Committee
Show Report

Potluck - Bring a dish
to share and your own
service

Business Meeting

June

Executive Board
Meeting

Facetors Group
Annual Barbeque
Bring a dish to share
and own service
Business Meeting

Open Shop--

Saturdays 9:00 am to 12:00
Wednesdays 12:00 - 3:00
(No Open Shop on May 8)
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One Week and Counting!!

By the time you receive this newsletter we will be down to
one week to the SHOW! How time flies. Now it is time for all
hands on deck!

Thursday, May 6, 6:30 p.m.: Loading tables, chairs, cases, etc.
The more help — the faster and easier this gets done.

Friday, May 7, 7:00 a.m.: The doors at Two Rivers open and
unloading and setup begins. We have to set up all the tables this
year and this will be a time consuming job. Chuck Duncan will be
in charge of the floor plan. All the tables have to be covered.
Display cases have to be set up. Again, we all need to be there to
help!

Dealers will be coming in to set up about 10:00 a.m.
Club activities can be set up in the afternoon and club display
cases in the hall - any time until 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 8: No Breakfast! Due to the poor attendance in
the past, we are not longer having a pre-show breakfast.

The Show opens at 9:00 a.m. Be sure to wear your vests.
This identifies you as a club member and shows the public that we
support our club.

Sunday, May 9: Show opens and 10:00 a.m. and closes at 5:00
p.m. After 5:00 we begin breaking down the show. All the tables
must be removed from Two Rivers and all our club equipment
must be loaded and returned to the club. Please be there to

help!

Volunteering is a very important part of our show. Many
club members spend all day - both days - working in various club
activities because not enough people have signed up to work. Are
you helping in one or more areas? If not, please plan to spend
some time at the show and check around to see who needs a
break? | do know that the magazine area is short on help and
maybe, the Kids Corner.

If you have items for the Field Trip Case, see Mary Anne
Denney. If you have items for the Class Case, see JoAnn Piburn.

Now - | think we need to thank Wayne McMacken and his
committees for the great job on this year’s show. Wayne has
worked really hard and has brought some good ideas to the table
and has followed through with them. (Have you checked out the
bill boards?) Thanks to all the committees and club members this
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I have finally begun the
| xeroscaping of my
= backyard! One of the ideas
~ that | am implementing is
scattering some of my
i recentfieldtrip collectionsin

parts of the yard. | am
going to identify the rocks, locations where | found them
and post small stakes with that info. Thought it might
be fun.

| will also be able to finally bring out the rest of
my dinosaurs at this time as well. (Now that the dog is
gone and the dinos are no longer in jeopardy of losing
their heads!) Also in the plans are a pond, a waterfall
and numerous cactus and succulents.

| will be looinkg for other items and ideas at this
year's show. Hope to see you there!

Bambi

For Your Information

Field Trip Information

Our May field trip will be led by Tim Dingman,
who will guide us to prolific hunting grounds near the
San Rafael Swell in Utah in search of great geodes,
grape agate and crystals. The trip is Saturday, May 29,
2010. We will leave from the City Market parking lot in
Fruita at 8:00 a.m. Grape agate is abundant on the
surface, but digging will be required to find the geodes
(but is well worth the effort). Bring your basic
rockhounding supplies and high clearance vehicle for a
great opportunity to find some real goodies. Shovels
and pick will be helpful.

Questions for Tim? Call 242-0104

Also, the field trip originally scheduled for June
6 to Calamity Camp near Gateway has been
rescheduled for Saturday, June 19 (not the 10" as
previously stated in the newsletter) Plans are to meet at
the Community Center in Gateway at 9:00 a.m. for this
historic outing. Four wheel drive is recommended.
Dave McCullough is our designated leader for this
outing. More details will be available at near future
meetings. Mark these dates on your calendar!

If you would like to be kept up to date on field
trips via e-mail, send a message to Mary Anne at
dbobby5@qgwest.net

Mary Anne Denney, Field Trip Coordinator

Class Information

Some classes should begin again in June. Watch for
information at meetings in May. If you would like to
take a class, please contact JoAnn Piburn.

Facetors Group

Those members present at the April 17"
meeting were: Eric Rockingham, Mike Ryan, Doc
Stuart, Cheryl Gilmer, Irv Nutting, Howard Whipple,
Paul Schliesman, Dale Breckenridge, and Connie
Duncan.

Our project of the month was “Radeye 11" cut by
Connie - Natural color-change Spinel; Irv - Amethyst.
Other stones shown were: Doc - Amethyst - Marquis
design, and an Ametrine - “Easy oval 16"; Eric - Light
Blue corundum; Cheryl - Blue Corundum.

Doc told the group about the “speed-cutting”
competition held in Quartzite and also some of the other
Quartzite and Tucson happenings.

We discussed having extended classes for new
faceting members. It was decided to incorporate a
teaching session at each meeting. The subjects being
requests from members about areas they would like
more help in. This teaching session will begin at the
June meeting with a class on “polishing with a Ceramic
Lap”

Connie requested members to be available to
demonstrate at the show. Dale will set up the
competition case and Connie will handle the display
case. Connie also told the group about the change of
show dates for 2011. Dale will provide some diagrams
at the next meeting to be considered for our 2011
“Competition Stones”. Other members are encouraged
to bring in diagrams they would like to have considered
as well.

Our next meeting is May 15". All interested
persons are welcome.

In Sympathy

Robert Meisner passed away on April 16. He and his
wife, Lois, have been members of the club for the past
several years. He and Lois have been in charge of the
rings for kids at the show. He will be missed by all his
family and friends.

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to Lois
and her family.

Minutes for the Grand Junction
Gem and Mineral Club

Board Meeting, April 13, 2010
The meeting was brought to order by President Bambi
Johnson at 6:30 p.m. Attending were Bob and Connie
Duncan, Jim Sebela, John Mayerik, Don and Matrj
Gibboney, Bambi Johnson, and Dan and Kathy Armour.
It was immediately noted that something needs
to be given to all show participants noting that next
year's show date has been changed.
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Financials will be present at the next board
meeting, June 15" at 6:30 p.m. And before being
presented to the membership.

Bambi noted that Barbara Moe had requested
club assistance in the disposal of all of Richard’s rocks
and equipment. The Board gave their unanimous
support.

Current financials were passed out and
reviewed by the board.

It was brought before the board that we should
be opening the shop for classes to the public as a
money making prospect. Connie noted that compliance
with building, fire, and electric codes before it could be
opened to the public. John will follow through in getting
someone out to inspect the building as we need to
know what is needed before we can get it to
compliance state.

Bambi brought it to our attention that one of our
members had a fall on the rock pile back in February or
early March and that no one heard him yell for help
even though there were people in the shop and the
clubhouse. It was suggested that we need to look at
the rock pile for some safety measures and Bambi will
approach Jim Smith with regards to the matter. It was
also suggested that there be signs warning members of
the dangers.

At the same time, it was noted that there was a
problem with the A/C cover blowing off and some shed
shingles being gone. Bambi will bring these up with Jim
as well.

Bob says that there is another CD maturing and
he will follow the same procedure as before in getting a
new CD. It was recommended that we change to a
credit union and Jim will check this out. Bob and
Connie will get with Pam Bersch to discuss the
situation.

Bambi asked how everyone felt about the
progress of the club membership. Everyone seems to
think we are moving in a positive direction, regardless
of the loss of several older members.

John will look into the price of construction
trailers as a possible option to our growth problem.
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Kathy Armour, Secretary

Reqular Meeting, April 8, 2010

President Bambi Johnson opened the meeting at 7:00
p.m. with the news that our program had been
cancelled due to a death in the family and Joyce Frost
would be doing a substitute program later in the
meeting.

Secretary’s minutes and Treasurer's reports
have been posted for review.

Richard Moe has passed away and his
visitation and services will be held April 12 with burial
out of town. Arvid Faudskar’s services will be held at
1:00 p.m., April 9, at Memorial Gardens on North
Avenue. Also Michael Burritt is currently having knee
surgery, all prayers and thoughts are with him.

Door prizes were awarded. Guest and new

members were introduced with a total of five in
attendance.

Show Committee Chairman, Wayne
McMacken, notes that the billboards are up and asked
for reaction to them from the membership. They are
very nice, although some appear to be facing the wrong
way to get the most attention. Saturday, April 10, is a
workday for the grab bags and necklaces to be finished.
All volunteers will need to bring round nose, needle
nose pliers, and wire cutters. Next show meeting will
be April 15 at 6:30 p.m. May 6" will be load up for the
show at the clubhouse and May 7" will be setup at Two
Rivers. We should be able to get into Two Rivers at
7:00 a.m.

All Snowbirds were welcomed back into the
membership.

Teri Dorst noted that changing the venue from
Two Rivers has been nixed as there is no other venue
in Mesa County that can give us the same space and
parking potential that we currently have for the show.
It was then suggested to the membership that we
change dates for the show due to the competition that
occurs on Mother’s Day weekend. The date suggested
was the third weekend of October as there would be no
competition and it would be before all the Christmas
craft shows. Tim Austin noted that there would be no
problem with venders as those who couldn’t or wouldn’t
change would allow us to go to our waiting list. Teri
noted that the cost would be the same as we are paying
currently with no changes at this time. She also noted
that we needed to make a decision tonight so she can
notify Two Rivers. Kay Crawford motioned to vote and
it was seconded. Better than two thirds of the
membership voted for the change of show dates to the
third weekend of October 2011. That will give us 18
months between the current show and the next.

Classes are almost finished for this session and
interest will be noted before beginning further classes.
Most will start after the show.

Field trip to State Bridge set for Sunday, April
25" will include a one mile hike into the site, so
everyone needs to pack and dress accordingly. Please
include a pick and shovel. Mary stated that the last field
trip to visit member shops had 16 new members in
attendance. She also noted that the June 19" field trip
has been changed and she will let everyone know as
soon as she has definite information as to where and
when.

Board Meeting will be held April 13" and 6:30
p.m.

Rock Sale to be held at Mallory Nottingham'’s
residence April 9 and 19 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Joyce Frost presented a slide presentation of
her 21-day trek through a region of Nepal. Everyone
enjoyed the presentation and were very impressed that
a member of our club over 70 would be willing to
participate in this type of activity. All hail to Joyce.

Brag rocks were shown by Doc Stuart and
Joyce Frost. Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Kathy Armour, Secretary
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Longtime Members Honored

At the April 22" meeting four club members were
honored for their many years of membership. Mary
Peacock, Jack Owens, Dick Dayvault, and Mel Bersch
have been members of the club for 30 years. They are
now considered life time members. Each was presented
with a certificate and a lifetime membership card. Mary
and Jack were not able to attend. Dick and Mel were
present to accept their certificates.

Dick Dayvault and Bill Hood

Bambi Johnson and Mel Bersch

Congratulations to all and thank you for your contributions
over the years!

Rockhounding Clues & Tips
by C. E. Johnson
via The “El Gambrisino”, 4/10 and Rocky Mountain News 5/10

There are many clues out there in the field to guide
us: we just need to know what they are and what they mean,
and, of course, we need to be observant and curious.

Assuming that we are already out there in the
field, anything that appears uncommon or odd such as rust or

stains, sudden changes in color of rock or its grain-size, or
differences in compositions, may be worth investigating
closely. For instance, rust or stains could be oxidation
products of mineral deposits containing one or more metal-
bearing minerals such as those of iron, copper, lead, zinc,
uranium, tungsten, manganese, nickel, cobalt molybdenum
Bismuth and silver (in the form of a chloride). Metal-bearing
deposits indicate a mineralized area. So whether or not you
are interested in the metals, such an area is very much worth
investigating for other types of minerals. However, even many
of those metallic minerals often occur in very attractive forms,
whether beautifully crystallized or not.

Sudden changes in color of a rock formation could
mean segregations or differentiations of some of the rock’s
accessory minerals (which are more desirable or valuable than
the usual, common “rock-making” minerals). Hydrothermal
alteration of parts of the rock formations is a good indicator of
mineralizing solutions in the area.

Any increase in texture or grain size of an intrusive
igneous rock formation, such as one of the granite family,
would be especially encouraging for several reasons. One or
more of the rock’s accessory minerals would be especially
valuable in larger sizes, and such rock formation often breed
pegmatites which are always worth exploring because of the
special, valuable minerals which typically occur in large sizes
and often very well crystallized. Most of us are familiar with
quartz or calcite vein material and the significance of it. The
presence of certain indicator minerals and other clues are
always a plus.

Lava flows with many cavities (or “bubble-holes”) are
fairly obvious, and they are often happy-hunting-ground for
agate material and zeolite crystals.

Our best clues are rock formations; if we are familiar
with them, areas may be chosen before leaving home simply
by using geologic maps which describe the types of rock
formations shown in any particular area. However, with or
without a geologic map, the usual clues as described above
are standard procedure for rockhounds and prospectors.

We have rock formations wherever we go, and the
types of formations determine whether or not any of the above
clues will exist in the area, what clues will be, and what
minerals to expect. Learning enough about rocks and minerals
to be able to use geologic maps as a valuable tool is the best
approach to rockhounding and prospecting, and | highly
recommend it.

This and your visits to the pay-to-dig collecting sites
compliment each other perfectly. There are many potential
areas out there, and geologic maps are a great help in
choosing which areas are favorable for which type of minerals
before leaving home and will guide you in the field.

It's not necessary to be familiar with rock formations
to explore for minerals, but if you are naturally curious and
enjoy exploring, do yourself a favor and take samples and
make notes of those curious-looking areas while traveling to
and from those pay-to-dig collecting sites. Find out what your
rock samples are and what relationship they may have with the
kinds of minerals. There should be someone in your club or
community that you can sk about it such as schools or
libraries, universities or colleges, local USGS offices, Bureau
of Land Management, or Forestry Service offices, etc.

Happy Hunting!




Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club
P.O. Box 953
Grand Junction, CO 81502

Meeting Place
2328 Monument Road

Grand Junction, CO

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc, is nonprofit,
tax-exempt, educational organization. Our purpose shall be
exclusively educational and social: (a) to increase and
disseminate knowledge of the earth sciences pertaining to
minerals, gems, rocks, artifacts, and fossils and similar
subjects; (b) to promote and perpetuate knowledge of the
lapidary arts;: (c) to encourage field trips; (d) to encourage
greater public interest and education in gems fossils and
minerals, cooperating with established institutions in such
matters.

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club meets on the
second and fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at our
club building at 2328 Monument Road - Except - June, July,
and August -meetings are on the fourth Thursday only -
November and December meetings are on the second
Thursday only. Our Annual Show is the second weekend of
May. Classes and workshops are offered through out the year.
Classes are announced and/or printed in the newsletter.

All members are urged to contribute material for publication in
the Leaverite News. All articles should be submitted by e-mail
to leaveritenews@aol.com or Barb Austin, Editor, 2918
Plymouth Road, Grand Junction, CO 81503, 263-7404

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club’s calender year is
January 1 - December 31. Dues are due by December 31.
Dues are:
Adult Member - $20.00 (18 and over)
2" Adult, same household - $5.00
Children under 18 years, same household - No Cost
Annual dues will be prorated after July Ist
Prospective members must attend one general
meeting to obtain a membership application
Please send dues to:
Sandy Hood, Membership Chair
515 Dove Court
Grand Junction, CO 81507

The Leaverite News is published nine months of the year by
the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. Articles
printed in this newsletter are the experiences and/or opinions
of the individuals submitting them. They do not necessarily
reflect the views or opinions of the Grand Junction Gem and
Mineral Club or the editor. We are not responsible for the
authenticity, safety, or reliability. Caution and safety should
always be practiced when trying out any new idea. Articles
written without a byline are written by the editor.

Except for items that are specifically copyrighted by their
authors, other societies may use material published in the
Leaverite News provided the proper credit is given to the
Author (if the author is a Grand Junction Gem and Mineral
Club member it will be so noted in the byline.) and the
Leaverite News and the sense or meaning of the material is
not changed.

OFFICERS

President Bambi Johnson 245-1414
2831 B-3/10 Road
Grand Junction 81503

Vice President  John Mayerik 243-8589

1875 Deer Park Circle North
Grand Junction 81507

Secretary Kathy Armour 243-8748
2862-1/2 Pinehurst Lane
Grand Junction 81503
Treasurer Robert & Connie Duncan
2984 B-1/2 Road 244-2984
Grand Junction 81503
DIRECTORS
1 Year Mel Bersch - Past President 242-3134
1 Year Don Gibboney (Finance) 245-2885
1 Year Marj Gibboney 245-2885
2 Year Jim Sebela 245-8404
3 Year Pat Briels 245-7925
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Audit Pam Johnson 523-5443
Beverage/Pop Earl McFry 245-6545
Budget Don Gibboney 245-2885
Building Jim Smith
Grounds Jim Smith
Cleaning
Corresp. Sec.
Compliance Connie Duncan 244-2984
Editor Barbara Austin 263-7404
Education JoAnn Piburn 245-1669
Field Trip Mary Ann Denney 245-5517
Historian Virdie Savage 243-1030
Hospitality
Librarian Joyce Frost 255-7078
Members/badges  Sandy Hood 241-8020
Nominating
Publicity
Refreshments
Safety ALL MEMBERS
Scholarships Bill Hood 241-8020
Scrapbook
Shop Chairman JoAnn Piburn 245-1669
Show Chair 2010 Wayne McMacken 255-8374
Assistant Chair Chuck Duncan 244-5569
Supplies Doris McFry 245-8696
Vests Lynn Daly 523-0645
Wall Cases

The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. is affiliated with
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, and the
Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies.

*The Mesa County Barite shown in this publication is from the
Mel Bersch Collection

To receive this newsletter via e-mail send request to:
leaveritenews@aol.com/

Club Web Site:  grandjunctionrockclub.org




