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2010 CALENDER

February

11 6:30 Social Hour
7:00 Business Meeting

Program:  “Mining in
Unaweep Canyon”
Zeb Miracle, Museum
of Western Colorado

18 6:30 Show Committee
20 9:30am Facetors Group
25 6:30 Potluck - Bring a dish

to share and your
own service
Business Meeting

26 6:30 Mineral Group

March
11 6:30 Social Hour

7:00 Business Meeting
Program to be
announced

16 6:39 Board Meeting
18 6:30 Show Committee
20 9:30am Facetors Group
25 6:30 Potluck

Business Meeting
26 6:30 Mineral Group

Open Shop--
Saturdays 9:00 am to 12:00         
Wednesdays 12:00 - 3:00
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RECREATIONAL & HOBBY COLLECTING
Hobby Collecting of Fossils/Petrified Wood | Recreational

Mineral Collecting
Recreational Mineral Collecting

Limited collection* of rocks and minerals for personal use is
allowed on most National Forest System lands. These materials
may be collected without a permit provided the collecting is for
personal, hobby, and noncommercial use. For commercial** or
other uses of rock material, contact the local Forest Service
Office.
What types of recreational rock and mineral collect ing are
allowed on the National Forests?
    * Collection of small amounts* of widespread, low-value,
relatively common minerals and stones (common quartz crystals,
agate, obsidian) for noncommercial use.
    * Hobby mining activities; such as recreational gold panning or
use of metal detectors*** to prospect for gold nuggets and other
naturally occurring metals.
Are there any National Forest areas that are closed  to
recreational collecting?
    * Certain lands within the National Forest are not open to
collecting due to wilderness designation or other sensitive areas.
Contact the Forest Service for local information.
    * It is a good idea to check with the Bureau of Land
Management for specific locations to find out whether or not there
are mining claims in the area.
Would I need a permit or other permission?
No permit or notification is required for collecting if the following
applies:
    * Collecting of samples is on the surface (no digging with hand
tools or mechanized equipment).
    * Collection is for personal use and esthetic values (cannot be
sold or bartered).
For the following activities, please contact the Fo rest Service
to discuss permitting or authorization:
    * Activity that does involve digging with hand tools or
mechanized earth-moving equipment, including bobcats, suction
dredges, ‘high banking’ or dry washing equipment.
    * Commercial activities including collecting mineral or fossil 
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specimens for re-sale.
    * Removal of more than insignificant amounts* of
landscape rock.
However, the following items may not be collected
or removed by casual collectors :

    * Vertebrate fossils (dinosaurs bones, fish, - anything
with a backbone), and shark teeth.
    * Archeological resources including any material
remains of prehistoric or historic human life or activities,
which are at least 50 years old, and includes the
physical site, location, or context in which they are
found. (36 CFR 261.2)
    * The collection of projectile points, pottery, or any
other archeological resource or artifact is not allowed
(36 CFR 261.9 (h) without a permit. Projectile points
include ‘arrowheads’ and any prehistoric
human-modified stone.

* You may collect reasonable amounts of specimens.
Generally, a reasonable amount is up to 10 pounds.

** Commercial use is any trading, bartering, or selling of
rocks and minerals from National Forest System Lands.

*** Searching for artifacts (man made objects) with
metal detectors is discouraged, as any ancient or
historical artifacts found may not be removed from
federal lands, such as old coins, metal implements, or
utensils.

Source: US Forest Service Website
www.fs.fed.us/r3/resources/geology/collecting/rec-

collectiing

No President’s Message
Class Schedule Report  – Not Available

Show Committee Report

There was a show committee meeting in
January, but no report was submitted to be published in
the newsletter. 

The Grab Bag ladies would like to have you
mark your calenders for March and April for the
following work days:

March 6 – Kokopelli Necklaces
April 10 – Fill rock bags and finish necklaces

Field Trip Report

The field trip schedule is not quite completed
but will be available as soon as possible after a few
loose ends are connected.

There are several newer members who would

like to go to the Henry Mountains sometime in April.
Anyone wanting to head this field trip please contact me
at 245-5517 (or e-mail address below).  Please pass
your experience and knowledge forward.  It will be
greatly appreciated!

The e-mail notification list for field trips will
continue through this year.  If you would like to be
included on this reminder list and have not previously
signed up, please send an e-mail to MAD@denney.org.
Conversely, if you would like to be removed from the
list, an appropriate e-mail will also work.

Mary Ann Denney

2010 Club Directory

The 2010 Club Directory will be available
beginning at the February 25 meeting.  Each directory
is labeled with the individual club member or family’s
name.  Be sure you pick up your personal directory.
Any directories that are not picked up by April will be
mailed.

The updated Operating Policies will also be
included in the directory.

Facetor’s Group

There were the following members present at
the January 16th meeting - Eric Rockingham, Mike
Ryan, Irv Nutting, Don Bush, Allen Smith, John and
Lynn Daly, Chuck Duncan, Barbara Austin, Howard
Whipple and Connie Duncan.  Our project for the month
was the “Maltese Cross”.  Irv cut a Garnet, Connie cut
an Ametrine, Irv also had the competition oval cut in
Peach Morganite.  However, the oval must be cut in
Quartz, so like the rest of the members, Irv must cut
another stone.  This oval is proving to be a real
challenge for most of us.

Howard asked the question, “When looking at
a diagram, how do you determine the best order of
cutting the facets to ensure the stone will cut
accurately....and why on the diagrams, is the order of
cutting given, not necessarily the best method?”  Allen
spent some time giving an explanation as to first
determining your culet point and then the meet points
necessary to bring the stone together.  As to why the
diagrams are not always the most efficient, that’s
anybody’s guess.  We also discussed whether or not to
facet agate.  Any material can be faceted, but agates
tend to be made up of microline crystals which differ in
hardness, making an agate difficult to polish.  Also the
facets tend to round on the edges, often chip, and there
is not true clarity in the finished stone.  We also talked
about “Ship Wreck Beads”.  These are readily available
and Irv has recut many over the years.  They are glass
and were probably roughly faceted by hand.  They
;make nice preforms if they are large enough for
recutting.  However trying to repolish the original facets
is virtually impossible.
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Our next meeting is February 20th and our
Project of the Month is “Yunges’ “Sunshine”, a round
stone for a change.

Minutes of the Grand Junction 
Gem and Mineral Club

Board Meeting, January 12, 2010
The meeting was called to order by President Bambi

Johnson.  Board members present were Bambi Johnson, Mel
Bersch, Connie and Robert Duncan, don and Marj Gibboney,
Jim Sebela, and Kathy Armour.  Guests included Teri Drost,
Tim Austin, and Dan Armour.  Absent board members
included John Mayerik and Pat Briels.

The next Board Meeting has been set for March 16
at 6:30 p.m.  February will be missed due to the Tucson
show.

Tim Austin gave us all the information he had
obtained from the Bananas Fun Park as to the possibility of
relocating of our future shows.  The only dates they had
available were from Halloween to Christmas, November 12
in particular.  Nothing in the spring as that is the start of their
normal business operations.  Further discussion was
addressed to other possibilities - college, fairgrounds, mall,
and other vacant buildings.  Bambi proposed that we get a
committee of members and board members to get
possibilities and decide before the current show in May.  That
will give us the option to sign the contract with Two Rivers or
not for 2011.

Review of 2009 possibilities for money making was
addressed and prioritized with:1.  Relocation show.
2. Raise dues and Open Shop fees 3. Reducing scholarships
             It was also discussed that the working group of
members are the only ones who attend business meeting on
a regular basis and it was reiterated that All Members were
responsible for keeping the club up and running, not just a
few.  It was recommended that members be told that they
must participate in all activities or pay more dues to
compensate for the lack of work.

Robert Duncan gave us the final end of the year
balance on the books–we ARE IN THE BlACK.  Now we can
talk about getting the bathrooms fixed.

To summarize, we will bring back a work plan to the
members for discussion and decision

Respectfully Submitted, Kathy Amour, Secretary

Regular Business Meeting, January 14, 2010
Bambi Johnson, President, opened the meeting with

an introduction of new members and guests.  Sixty five
members were present.

Robert Duncan gave us an overall look at the bank
balances for the end of 2009.  It appears we are in the black
by approximately $3800.  Secretary and Treasurer’s reports
will be posted for review.

Bambi brought to the table the possibility of
redefining membership as there are members who participate
in all activities and some who socialize or get the newsletter
only.  There was much heated debate and a motion was
made and unanimously approved to table the subject until
the January 28th meeting.

The program was provided by Andres Aslin on the
Development and Building of the Rocky Mountains and
Colorado River system.  It was a very interesting geological
study with several members asking question after the

program.
Dick Dayvault has donated a large display case to

the club and Bambi asked us what we wanted to do with it.
By majority, it was decided to keep the case for the show.

The Christmas decorating committee has requested
permission to decorate the clubhouse for all holiday
meetings.  This was approved by the membership.

Door prizes were awarded.
The Show Committee reported that we will have

billboard advertizing for a complete month before the show
with three billboards in strategic positions around the city.

Class and other committee reports will be
postponed until next meeting.

Brag rocks were shown
Field trip calendar and class signup sheets will be

available next meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Kathy Armour, Secretary

BE SAFE – BE WELL
by Don Monroe, AFMS Safety Chair

Note: This article highlights problems but does not have
solutions to offer.
Catch It? Should You?

In this article we will discuss issues that are
influenced by habit, reflex action or human nature.  All of
these are things which we may, or may not, be able to
control.

To illustrate the point let me tell you about my friend
Bernard and what he did.  We were riding in ;my jeep down
a dirt road in a game preserve when a wild turkey jumped up
in the ditch and began running down the edge of the road
between the road and a fence.  We were moving very slowly
and before I could stop him, Bernard bailed out and started
chasing the big gobbler.  He cornered the turkey in an offset
in the fence and piled right into him thinking that he could
catch him and ignoring the beating wings and spurs on the
turkey’s feet.  I was yelling and trying to stop the jeep and
could not stop the attack which now was a big rolling ball of
turkey feathers and Bernard’s hair and blood.  The fray
ended very suddenly with the indignant turkey stalking off
leaving my friend wondering what happened.  

What can we learn from this?  Stop, Think, and
Know what you are doing rather than reacting from instinct.
Do you drop things?  Do you try to catch them with your
hands or slow the fall with your foot?  This is instinct or habit
and can create a problem if what you dropped is hot or sharp
or hazardous in any way.  I tend to extend my foot when
something falls and it is not always the smart thing to do.  I
recently dropped a very sharp knife off my work bench and
stuck out my foot to break its fall.  Not a bad idea except that
I was not wearing shoes.  I only got a small amount of blood
on the floor.  I have dropped hot metal and, yes I did, I
reached out and caught it.  This action was based on reflex,
not thought and was not a good idea.  

What is the answer?  How can we avoid needless
injuries?  I really do not know.  I will not believe that I am the
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only klutz that does stupid things.  I really think that some of
you do similarly without even thinking and may suffer minor
injuries.  Well, I certainly hope your injuries are minor.  My
best thought is that we all need to plan our work and organize
our work place.  We need to see problems before they arise
and take measures to prevent accidents.  I hope that some
of you can offer suggestions or comments about what you do
to preserve your health and safety so we can all benefit from
your experience and not have to “re-invent the wheel”.

A Brief History of Turquoise
by Elizabeth Hixon

Through the ages turquoise has been an extremely
popular mineral for use in jewelry as gemstones.  Discovered
thousands of years ago, turquoise is one of the few fashion
items that has retained popularity even today.  The stone has
been a fascination to artisans and scientists alike.

Turquoise is formed when lava from beneath earth’s
crust is forced upwards.  The lava releases phosphoric acid
into the earth, melting aluminum out of feldspar and apatite.
Copper contained in the lava mixes with aluminum in small
cavities usually no larger than an inch.  When combined with
water, pressure will cause the minerals to slowly transform,
making turquoise.  Copper gives turquoise blue coloring but
when iron is present during formation, it will appear greener.
The most famous turquoise mines are located in the United
States, especially in Nevada, New Mexico, and Arizona.
Other rich veins have been found in Iran and Kazakhstan.

The earliest reports of turquoise are from Egypt and
Persia.  Ancient Egyptians inlaid turquoise in intricate gold
settings.  Elaborate gold and turquoise jewelry has been
found in tombs of Egyptian pharaohs and Persian rulers.  The
stone was most likely introduced to Europeans during the
Crusades.  Turquoise was often used as currency and trade
material in many countries.  It was sometimes priced higher
than even gold.

Since turquoise deposits are usually found near or
on top of the earth’s surface, it was most likely discovered in
America when Natives spotted it and began digging for more.
Although turquoise inlaid in silver is often thought of as Indian
jewelry, Native Americans used metals primarily for trade
rather than jewelry.  Wood, bone, shell, and other stones
were used instead for jewelry making.  To work the turquoise
it is thought that Indians probably ground it against fine
sandstone.  Sand, clay, and finally leather were probably
used for final polishing steps.  Indians could have used sharp
rocks or perhaps even a dried cactus spine to make holes for
beads.  The Spanish taught Native Americans more
sophisticated methods of metal work and silversmithing in the
early 1800's .  Silversmithing was put into use primarily by
Navajos but was also used by ;Hopi and Pueblo tribes.  Until
the early 1900's silver jewelry was specifically for tribal
usage.  Early traders and fur trappers discovered the craft
and encouraged the Navajos to circulate jewelry to excite
tourism.

Many nations over the centuries have thought
turquoise to have supernatural powers.  Ancient Persians
believed that it granted long life.  Because its worth as a holy
stone was so great, turquoise was often set behind other
ornamental stones to hide it from potential thieves.  Native
American warriors and hunters carried the stone to ensure
they would not come to harm.  They also mounted turquoise
on arrowheads to guarantee accuracy.  Navajo tribes thought

that turquoise was a piece of the sky and would cause
rainfall.  Zuni Indians wore the stone to protect themselves
from evil spirits.  Ancients around the world used turquoise in
treatments for various diseases and ailments.  Astrologists
today believe that it helps communication abilities.

Although highest quality turquoise is considered to
be hard with a sky blue color and no surrounding matrix,
many people in the Southwestern United States prefer darker
blues and greens with matrix included.  Choosing turquoise
is often based on personal preference.

Older turquoise that has not been collected or mined
will weather and dry out leaving the mineral chalky and soft
with a whitish coloring.  This turquoise should be avoided as
it is almost impossible to work with and close to worthless.
The most important factor of good turquoise is hardness.
Turquoise ranges from 5 t0 6 on the Mohs hardness scale.
The highest quality turquoise will be close to 6 in hardness.
Rarity is another pricing factor.  For example, high quality
turquoise from low quality producing mines will be more
collective than high quality turquoise from other mines known
for high quality turquoise.  Highest quality turquoise has been
known to sell for over $2,000 per kilogram.

It is important to note that recently, a hard form of
white turquoise has been discovered.  This is extremely rare.
The only known vein in the world is located in Nevada.
Although originally called “Dry Creek” turquoise after the
mine it was collected at, the Indians nicknamed it “White
Buffalo” or “Sacred Buffalo” turquoise since it is considered
as rare as the white buffalo.  It has become popular in jewelry
and is very expensive.  Although classified as turquoise,
there has been much speculation at to whether it should be
considered turquoise or not.  Most geologists and
mineralogists will agree that it is not really a form of
turquoise.

Medium grade turquoise is often stabilized to
increase durability.  An early form of stabilization uses plastic
resin to fill pores.  Unfortunately this often give the stone a
shiny plastic look.  Although this method is still employed
today, new techniques using quartz dust and other polymers
have been developed.  These new methods have hardly any
effect on the stone’s appearance.  Stabilizing turquoise
decreases the tendency to fracture making it easier for
lapidary artists to work.  Although stabilized turquoise is not
as valuable as that of high quality turquoise, it is more
available to buyers not willing to pay high prices for quality
turquoise.  Skilled artisans will use only non-stabilized
turquoise as anything else will depreciate the value of their
work.

When purchasing turquoise, buyers should carefully
watch for fakes.  These are many types of fake turquoise.
Plastic imitations are perhaps the easiest to spot.  They are
made simply of dyed plastic polymer often with interwoven
black coloring to look like matrix.  Other fakes are make by
dying less valuable minerals such as howlite.  Blue colored
glass has also been seen.  Sometimes extremely low grade
turquoise is ground into powder, injected with color, and
reconstructed using resin and polymer.  Although these
specimens are often marketed as real turquoise, this is
mostly a ruse.  Buying from a trustworthy dealer is the best
way to avoid purchasing fake stones.
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Turquoise pebble, one inch
(25 mm) long. This pebble is
greenish and  therefore low
grade

Proper  ca re
should always be taken
when cleaning jewelry of
any type.  Since turquoise
is a soft, brittle stone,
extra special attention
should be paid when
cleaning turquoise jewelry.
As it is a very porous

material, care should be taken to avoid contact with liquids.
Prolonged wear will allow skin oils to soak into the stone,
eventually discoloring the mineral.  Gem cleaner should
never be used on turquoise.  If the silver tarnishes, lightly
rubbing the setting and stone with silver polish will not harm
the turquoise.

Turquoise is said to be the most popular gemstone
world wide today due mainly to its attractive nature and
distinctive coloring.  For ages, jewelry makers have enjoyed
the qualities and uniqueness of the stone.

Massive turquoise in
matrix with quartz
from Mineral Park,
Arizona.

Sources: 
The Complete Encyclopedia of Minerals by Petr Korbel and Milan
Novak
http://www.camerontradingpost.com/turquoisehx.html 
http://www.native-languages.org/jewelry.htm
http://jewelinfo4u.com/Turquoise_in_history.aspx
http://southwestaffinity.com/whiteturquoise.htm
Photos from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turquoise

from Quarry Quips, 12/09

Computer Error
I was having trouble with my computer, so I called Richard,
the 11 year old next door whose bedroom looks like Mission
Control, and asked him to come over.  Richard clicked a
couple of buttons and solved the problem.  As he was
walking away, I called after him, 'So, what  was wrong?  He
replied, 'It was an ID ten T error.'  I didn't want to appear
stupid, but nonetheless inquired,  'An, ID ten T error? What's
that? In case I need to fix it  again.' Richard grinned. 'Haven't
you ever heard of an ID ten T error before?''  No,' I replied.
'Write it down,' he said, 'and I think you'll figure out.'  So I
wrote down:   I D 1 0 T
I used to like the little bugger........

Faceting Terms
by Shirley Buschke

Ever wonder what your friend who is taking faceting is talking
about? Maybe some of these definitions will help you
understand.
• Girdle-- the “waistline” of the stone: The edge that creates
the shape of the stone
• Facet-- small flat polished area of the stone
• Crown-- the top or the part above the girdle
• Table-- The large facet in the center of the crown 
• Pavilion -- the part of the stone below the girdle
• Culet-- point on the bottom of stone
• Transfer-- after one half of stone is faceted it is necessary
to reposition the stone so the other half can be faceted; this
is often a difficult procedure.

from MGSCV Petrograph 11/08
via Roseville Rock Rollers 1/10 - Quarry Quips 2/10

Ask A Geologist
by Mike Nelson, CSMS

Jack writes: I read your last column on Utah agates
(November P&P).  Did you find agates on your trip to Moab?

Jack, thanks for the questions, and I am happy that you read
my columns! Moab is one of my favorite towns, and I try to
make a visit yearly, usually in the fall (nice weather). I first
saw Moab in 1967 when it was a sleepy little town without all
of the hype associated with rock climbing, boating, ATVing,
and biking. In fact, it was a town in trouble with the uranium
in a “bust cycle” and potash production only partially taking
up the slack. Moab is a Colorado Plateau town located on the
east bank of the Colorado River in the Grand Valley, UT and
is the county seat of Grand County. It was first populated by
permanent (Caucasian) settlers around 1880, mostly Latter
Day Saints doing farming and missionary work. The first
“mineral boom cycle” in the region was triggered by the need
for radium and vanadium during the years prior to World War
II. A few oil wells were producing in the 1950’s, but the need
for uranium to fund the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC)
projects created a much larger boom in the late 1940’s and
1950’s and brought thousands of prospectors, miners, and 
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merchants to town, including a ‘rags-to-riches” Texan by the
name of Charlie Steen. His discovery, in 1952, of the Mi Vida
(My Life) mine triggered a “uranium rush” to the Colorado
Plateau that rivaled the fabled gold rushes of the 1800’s.
School teachers, insurance brokers, used car salesmen, and
shoe clerks around the nation converged on the Colorado
Plateau to seek their fortune.  Even a group of high school
students staked forty claims and later sold them for $15,000.
By the mid-1950s, almost six hundred producers on the
Colorado Plateau were shipping uranium ore. Employment in
the industry topped 8,000 workers in the mines and mills.
Another bonanza in penny uranium stock established Salt
Lake City as The Wall Street of Uranium. The AEC had
turned the tap and caused a flood (Ringholz, 2009). By 1960,
Utah was producing in excess of 6.5 million pounds of
uranium; however, in 1964 the AEC decided to stop
purchasing uranium, and the bust cycle was on (Ringholz,
2009). When I first explored the region in 1967, one could
locate literally hundreds of abandoned but staked prospects.
Much of the mined uranium came from the Jurassic Morrison
Formation (~146—~156 MY; the famed dinosaur unit).  The
Morrison “looks like” the Cretaceous Cedar Mountain
Formation (~97—~125 MY), and many uranium claims were
established on this non-producing unit! It appears that not all
of the prospectors had access to Geiger counters. In fact,
during my most recent trip, I was still able to observe some
of the old Cedar Mountain claims.

At any rate, since the 1960’s, uranium production in
the Colorado Plateau has waxed and waned several times.
With the renewed interest in uranium-nourished power plants,
the area has seen a resurgence of new claims.

Today, the economy of Moab is mostly fueled by
tourists. It is the closest city to Arches National Park,
Canyonlands National Park, and the La Sal Mountains. It is
a mecca for bicycle riding and racing, kayaking and rafting
the Green River, rock climbing, and riding off-road vehicles.
It is a wonderful place to observe some really fantastic
geology and to do some great rockhounding. 

James Mitchell in his Gem Trails of Utah (2006)
recorded a number of collecting localities near Moab, but I
usually find guidebook listings as a hit or miss proposition
and prefer to just explore the countryside. One of the “major”
side roads leading out of Moab is UT 279, the potash road,
heading southwest to the mine and processing plant but little
else except open land. The road follows along the north side
of the Colorado River and is a beautiful drive.  After about 10
miles, there are a number of pull offs with great views of the
river.  These areas have a thin veneer of gravel and
rockhounders should be able to gather a nice supply of
chalcedony and flint/chert.  Most of the specimens are of a
gray color, but they do make great tumbling material.  I found
a couple of poorly banded agates, but nothing spectacular or
colorful.  

South of the River is a road known as the Kane
Creek Road leading out from the town to Kane Springs and
the Lockhart Basin.  I suggest a high clearance vehicle for
the road passes over Hurrah Pass.  After about 12 miles the
countryside opens up and prospectors may search the areas
along the road for nice translucent pieces of chalcedony and
some banded material called agate.  However, the latter
material is more of an opaque flint/chert with inclusions.  I
also found concentrations of chalcedony chips that obviously
represented an area of flint knapping by Early Americans.
These were left undisturbed as Federal Regulations protect
such assemblages.

Klondike Bluffs is an area well known to

rockhounders, since the ground is littered with white, red, and
orange chalcedony along with petrified wook fragments.  The
Bluffs are located north of Moab about 15 miles on UT 191 to
Tem Mile Road just south of the Canyonlands Airport.  Turn
west for about 2.75 miles. then take the right fork (at the
junction with Old Dead Horse Point Road) for about 1.75
miles. If you continue on this road for another couple of miles
to the intersection with Ruby Ranch Road, petrified wood is
available. Another four miles will bring you to Floy Junction at
I-70. If you return along Ten Mile Road turning south at Old
Dead Horse Point Road, the first junction will lead you to
Dubinky Well and the massive agate, flint, quartz, and jasper
fields. Prospectors could easily pick up a bucket of
specimens in 15 minutes; however, one needs to look a little
harder for the reddish agates prized by collectors.  Finally,
virtually everywhere the Chinle Formation (late Triassic))
crops out near Moab (and all over the Colorado Plateau);
collectors have a good chance of finding petrified wood. Most
of the wood near Moab is not a really “good wood” for
polishing large slabs. Some seems okay for tumbling while
other pieces show great structure and make nice shelf
specimens.  

I have collected at a dozen other places near Moab
and have always found decent specimens of the
microcrystalline quartz minerals. The rocks are well exposed
and a great number of the formations, especially Jurassic
and Triassic, contain collectable minerals and petrified wood.
And, the scenery is spectacular. Before you venture out
consider purchasing a state geology map from the Utah
Geological Survey <http://geology.uteah.gov/> and
topographic maps from the U. S. Geological Survey,  at least
a DeLorme Utah Atlas from the local bookstore. Do not travel
in the rain, or when rain is expected, and pay attention to
road markers and intersections.  

I thank CSMS member Chuck Webb for
pointing me to the Klondike Bluff locality.  

“It was $100 million before it was over
with, and that was a lot of money in those days. We enjoyed
spendin' it, because that's what money is made for”,  Charlie
Steen in talking about his uranium strike in 1952.
REFERENCES CITED
Mitchell, J. R., 2006, Gem Trails of Utah: Baldwin Park, CA. Gem
Guides Book Company.
Ringholz, R. C., 2009, Utah’s Uranium Boom in Beehive 16, Utah
History to Go: <http://historytogo.utah.gov/>

From Pick & Pack, 12/09

  
Henry’s Helpful Hints

by Henry Wilson
1.  Don’t try to cut and polish cabs while watching TV.
2.  Always walk uphill while collecting large specimens.
3.  Tin oxide will not work as well your coffee as Cremora.
4.  Most good gemstones can be dup up only during a rain or snow
storm.
5.  All worthwhile gemstones are a good 500 miles away at the end
of a dirt road at about 8,000 feet elevation.
6.  If you can’t identify a mineral, call it jasper.  No one else will know
either.
7.  Don’t spill dop wax on your wife’s kitchen stove.
8.  Don’t store tumbled stones in the candy dish.
9.  There are approximately 135 ways to polish jade, most of which
won’t work.

Rocky Mountain News 11/94 via Strata Gems 02/10



The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 953
Grand Junction, CO 81502

Meeting Place
2328 Monument Road
Grand Junction, CO

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc, is nonprofit, tax-
exempt, educational organization.  Our purpose shall be
exclusively educational and social: (a) to increase and
disseminate knowledge of the earth sciences pertaining to
minerals, gems, rocks, artifacts, and fossils and similar subjects;
(b) to promote and perpetuate knowledge of the lapidary arts;: (c)
to encourage field trips;  (d) to encourage greater public interest
and education in gems fossils and minerals, cooperating with
established institutions in such matters.

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club meets on the second
and fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at our club
building at 2328 Monument Road - Except - June, July, and
August -meetings are on the fourth Thursday only - November 
and December meetings are on the second Thursday only.  Our
Annual Show is the second weekend of May.  Classes and
workshops are offered through out the year.  Classes are
announced and/or printed in the newsletter.

All members are urged to contribute material for publication in
the Leaverite News.  All articles should be submitted by e-mail to
leaveritenews@aol.com  or Barb Austin, Editor, 2918 Plymouth
Road, Grand Junction, CO 81503, 263-7404

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club’s calender year is
January 1 - December 31.  Dues are due by December 31.  
Dues are:

Adult Member - $20.00 (18 and over)
2nd Adult, same household - $5.00
Children under 18 years, same household - No Cost
Annual dues will be prorated after July lst
Prospective members must attend one general meeting
to obtain a membership application

Please send dues to:
Sandy Hood, Membership Chair
515 Dove Court
Grand Junction, CO 81507

The Leaverite News is published nine months of the year by the
Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.  Articles printed in
this newsletter are the experiences and/or opinions of the
individuals submitting them.  They do not necessarily reflect the
views or opinions of the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club
or the editor.  We are not responsible for the authenticity, safety,
or reliability.  Caution and safety should always be practiced
when trying out any new idea.  Articles written without a byline
are written by the editor.

Except for items that are specifically copyrighted by their authors,
other societies may use material published in the Leaverite News
provided the proper credit is given to the Author (if the author is
a Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club member it will be so
noted in the byline.) and the Leaverite News and the sense or
meaning of the material is not changed.

OFFICERS

President          Bambi Johnson 245-1414
2831 B-3/10 Road
Grand Junction 81503  

Vice President  John Mayerik 243-8589
1875 Deer Park Circle North
Grand Junction 81507

Secretary            Kathy Armour 243-8748
2862-1/2 Pinehurst Lane
Grand Junction 81503

Treasurer     Robert & Connie Duncan
2984 B-1/2 Road 244-2984
Grand Junction 81503

DIRECTORS

1 Year    Mel Bersch - Past President 242-3134
1 Year  Don Gibboney (Finance) 245-2885
1 Year  Marj Gibboney 245-2885
2 Year  Jim Sebela 245-8404
3 Year Pat Briels 245-7925

              COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Audit Pam Johnson           523-5443
Beverage/Pop Earl McFry       245-6545
Budget Don Gibboney       245-2885
Building Jim Smith    
Grounds Jim Smith
Cleaning       
Corresp. Sec.
Compliance Connie Duncan 244-2984
Editor Barbara Austin       263-7404
Education JoAnn Piburn 245-1669     
Field Trip Mary Ann Denney 245-5517
Historian Virdie Savage       243-1030
Hospitality     
Librarian Joyce Frost        255-7078
Members/badges Sandy Hood               241-8020
Nominating                  
Publicity                
Refreshments       
Safety ALL MEMBERS
Scholarships Bill Hood        241-8020
Scrapbook
Shop Chairman JoAnn Piburn        245-1669
Show Chairman 2010

Wayne McMacken 255-8374
Supplies Doris McFry        245-8696
Vests Lynn Daly        523-0645
Wall Cases        

The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. is affiliated with
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, and the
Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies.

**The Mesa County Barite shown in this publication is from the
Mel Bersch Collection

To receive this newsletter via e-mail send request to:
leaveritenews@aol.com/

Club Web Site:   grandjunctionrockclub.org


