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2009 CALENDER

OCTOBER

 8 6:30 Regular Meeting
Social Hour

7:00 Business Meeting
Program: Joyce Frost 
“Treking in Peru”

13 6:30 Executive Board
Meeting (members
welcome)

15 6:30 Show Committee
17     9:30 am Facetors Group
22 6:30 Potluck (Bring a dish to

share and your own
service)
Business Meeting

23 6:30 Mineral Group  - 
and potluck
(Mel Besch’s home
248 Little Park Road)

NOVEMBER

12 6:30 Regular Meeting
Social Hour
Rock Auction

19 6:30 Show Committee
26–No Meeting – Thanksgiving

Open Shop 
Wednesdays - 12:00 to 3:00 pm

Saturdays - 9:00 am to 12:00
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Can Rockhounding
Improve Various Skills?

From Don Kauffman, CPRMC

An article noted on Sciencedaily.com* indicated that there is a
tendency for technology to produce a decline in critical thinking and
analysis. A study by an LA psychology professor also indicated a
decline in “reading for pleasure.:” 
.’ Further analysis of the article stated that learning has changed as
a result of computers, interaction with the Internet, and video games. 

Those of us who have experienced all the technological
changes in the past 30 to 40 years don’t need a doctorate or
professorship to make such deductions.  Take a look at a 5-6 year
old grandchild who is more adept at playing GameBoy® than turning
book pages.  Try Internet access with your dialup computer after 
school lets out for the day (Yes, I’m a Slowski; no COMCAST
Highspeed®.) Watch newscasts and listen to furor over a violent or
R-rated video game. Last but not least, do you ever see as many
children outside in nice weather as when you were a kid?

The process of learning and growing up these days is
dictated by  technology. Utilizing technology should be a process of
learning to achieve a balance in living and learning. Reading and
visual skills should complement each other.

The article premise is fairly well summarized by the following
statement: “Most visual media are real-time media that do not allow
time for reflection, analysis, or imagination.” Most modes of technology
offer immediate answers, reward, or problem solving. Vocabulary
development also suffers.  

Technology is not the sole answer to learning and development
because vital skills are being lost. Today’s youngsters may be largely
print illiterate, fail to think critically, or visualize concepts. They may
become distant, isolated, and lack social skills. Headlines have already
noted that many fail to get adequate exercise and outdoor activity.  

Our youth need something better to do in order to develop their
intellectual, reading, digital, and manipulative skills. What is my answer
to helping young people (or anyone) develop reading, vocabulary,
visual, and tactile keenness? My answer: try introducing them to
rockhounding.                                        (Continued on page 4)
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President’s 
Message

Since autumn has
arrived it is time to get
out there and
rockhound in the cooler
weather.  Our field trips

are scheduled through the end of the year.
We have made some room in the clubhouse

and are still in a remodeling mode.  We are cleaning,
reorganizing and purging when needed.  Some of the
purged items will appear in our November auction. 
We have changed the auction from October to
November this year.

I can’t believe it!  We have only four meetings
left this year.  (Two in October, one in November and
one in December).

The nominating committee is looking for
nominees for next year’s board.  Please consider one
of the positions or, at a minimum, one of the
committees.

Not a lot to chat about, so see you at the
meeting!         Bambi Johnson, President

Field Trip Information

Delta, UT Trip Report
We had 6 in attendance and 3 dogs.  We

started out from the Welcome Center a little after 8:00
AM on Thursday, September 10th.  We arrived at Mom's
Cafe in Salina at noon. Had a wonderful lunch, then
proceeded to Delta, Utah.  Some of us stayed at the
Antelope Springs RV park while others ventured to the
camping area near You Dig Fossils.  We set up camp
Thursday and rested. 

Friday morning at 9:00 we were off to Antelope
Springs and trilobite hunting.  It was wonderful, all of us
found trilobites of varying sizes and species. The
weather was a little warm but enjoyable.
Saturday we were off to Sunstone Knoll near Clear
Lake. We were successful finding as many sunstones
as we wanted.  Didn't take long so we ventured onward
to Black Rock and the obsidian site. We didn't find our
first site but did locate the alternative site quickly. We
found mahogany, snowflake, and good 'ole black obsidian.
Sunday started out windy but we went to another
obsidian location near Milford. Found as much obsidian
as we wanted! So we journeyed out to find a common
opal site. There we found the common white opal but
also banded opal that was fragile but beautiful.
      Monday we returned home with our new finds that
we'll share during the meeting. 
Trip leader – Bambi 
October Field Trips:

October 10, 2009 (Saturday) - We’ll venture to the
Douglas Pass area in Garfield County and under the
expert direction of trip leader Mel Bersch, we’ll search
for the abundant variety of plant fossils layered in the
shale. We’ll leave from the Colorado Welcome Center
in Fruita at 8:00 AM. A flat headed screwdriver or dull
putty knife will be good to split the shale. Also bring flat
boxes and paper towels or newspaper to preserve your
fragile specimens.
October 24, 2009 (Saturday)  -- Tim Dingman will lead
this trip to the grape agate beds west of Green River,
UT at the foot of the San Rafael Swell. We’ll leave from
the Colorado Welcome Center in Fruita at 8:00 AM and
it will take at least two hours to arrive at our destination.
We’ll be looking for nice specimens of grape agate,
celestite and calcite geodes. A flat bladed shovel, a
sledge hammer and a broom will be useful tools for
digging up geodes. This is a very prolific area for grape
agates and the geodes offer wonderful surprises when
they’re opened. This is a trip not to miss.
Thanks!!!
Mary Ann Denney, Field Trip Chair

Class Information and Shop Activities

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club offers classes in
a variety of lapidary and jewelry making techniques.  Each
class is taught by an experienced instructor.  All classes, with
the exception of faceting, are six weeks long and cost $20.00
for members and $80.00 for non-members.  A materials list
will be provided by the instructors before the class.  Please
contact the instructor if you are interested in taking any of the
classes.  For any other questions regarding classes or shop
functions, please feel free to contact  JoAnn Piburn.
Lapidary Class:  Grinding and polishing of rocks into
cabochons

Instructor:  John Giles
Dates: 9/18 to 10/22; Friday 12:00 - 3:00 pm

Precious Metal Clay:  These are metal clays that, after the
pieces are formed and put through the kiln, produce a piece
that is pure silver, copper, bronze, or gold.

Instructor: Kathy Armour
Dates: 9/21 to 10/26; Monday 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Wire Weaving : Wire is braided or woven into necklaces and
bracelets

Instructor: JoAnn Piburn
See JoAnn for more information

Chain Making:  Making various types of chains with metal
rings - silver, copper, brass.  A great way to learn to solder.

Instructor: Wayne McMacken
Dates: 9/23 to 10/28; Wednesdays 6:00 to 9:00 pm
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Silversmithing: This involves forming silver wire and sheets
into rings, pendants, and other things.  This is a beginning
class.

Instructor: Russ Adams
Dates: 9/26 to 10/31; Saturday 12:00 to 2:00 pm

Wire Wrapping:  Wrapping wire around beads, stones, or
cabochons to make earrings and pendants.

Instructor: Terry Drost
Dates: 10/11 to 11/15; Sunday 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Faceting: Cutting of semiprecious material or glass into
faceted gems.

Instructors: Irv Nutting, Connie Duncan, Doc Stuart,
etc.  Contact Irv Nutting to arrange one-on-one classes with
the instructors
Filligree : Scroll work and lace work in silver.  Learn to
prepare the wire as well as create fine jewelry pieces.

Instructors: Pam Bursch and JoAnn Piburn
Contact JoAnn if you are interested in this class

Intarsia : Cutting rock material and piecing them together to
form pendants and other great items.

Instructors: Lim Lynch and Brent Jensen
Dates to be announced.  Mondays 6:00 to 9:00 pm

Chain Gang:  People interested in making chains who have
already taken a chain making class can get together to share
ideas and created chains together.  This is not a class but a
time to work on chain projects.

Leader: JoAnn Piburn
Time: First and third Tuesday of the month 6:00 to
9:00 pm
Cost: $2.00 per session

Open Shop: A time to get together with fellow members to
work in the shop on projects in the making.  This is not class
time and instructors may not be present, but people are
willing to share ideas and information. Some experience is
necessary.  Larger rocks can be cut with the assistance of
the shop leader at $0.15 per square inch.

Shop Director: JoAnn Piburn
Times: Saturdays, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
            Wednesdays, 12:00 to 3:00 pm
Cost: $3.00 per session

Facetors’ Meeting

The facetors group met September 19.
Members attending were: Mike Ryan, Allen Smith, Don
Bush, Eric Rockingham, Dale Breckenridge, Irv Nutting,
Ralph Stuart, Howard Whipple, and Connie Duncan.

Our Project of the Month, the “Maxibril” cut was
an uncomplicated design and proved easy to cut.  Dale
brought this design with a different pavilion which
produces a more brilliant stone.  Those cutting the
monthly project were: Connie - Laser Gem; Irv - Red
CZ; Dale - Dark Blue Jewelite; Ralph - Lavender Yag;
Eric - Light Blue Laser Gem; and Howard - Lavender
CZ.  Both Dale and Doc brought their “Butterfly” cuts.
Doc’s was from tourmalinated clear quartz and Dale’s
was cut from pink glass.

Dale suggested that anyone having a drip tank
with pop rivets in the bottom, clean the tank and cut the

rivets with epoxy.  Seems the rivets are not stainless
steel and can release debris that can cause scratches
on stones.  Eric said he is using the mylar laps on top of
a ceramic lap and tends to get less rounding of the
facets.  Doc brought a CIT lap that was designed for the
Taylor faceting machine.  Howard had questions
regarding “charging” a Last Lap.  Allen was able to
provide answers.

Allen gave a presentation to the group on
polishing laps, mediums, and how to use them for
different materials.  He discussed using a Zinc lap, a
Batt lap, Corian laps, and Ceramic laps.  Allen does not
advocate using the mylar laps for polishing because of
facet rounding.  He explained how to surface and
charge each lap, what polishes he uses on each lap,
and the materials that get the best results from the
various laps.  He also had a small squeeze bottle with
a “Linde A” mixture (teaspoon of Linde A, half teaspoon
of liquid dish soap and water with some pebbles added
to keep the solution in suspension).  This he squirts on
most any lap that has a polishing medium, such as
100,00 diamond to aid in bringing up the final polish
more quickly.  Everyone seemed to learn from Allen’s
presentation.  Some excellent information was
provided.

The project for the October 17 meeting is
“Smith Bar.”

Minutes of the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral
Club, September 10, 2009

The meeting was opened with the introduction
of the program, “The Way Mineralogy is Taught At
Mesa State College” by Rick Livavcari.  The program
was most interesting but also very confusing and best
left to those who are avid mineral collectors and/or
geology experts.
Old Business: Treasurer’s report has not been currently
completed.  Secretary’s minutes are posted for review
by the membership.
Correspondence: Denver Gem and Mineral Show will
be held September 16 - 20 throughout several locations
in Denver.  A Thank You note for the loan of display
cases to the Art Center was also received.
Door prizes were awarded
Committee Reports -
Show committee has taken a small hiatus but a special
thank you was provided to the membership by Terri
Drost for all the assistance in getting the Silent Auction
storage and inventory  straightened out.
Classes are being set up for the fall.  Lapidary will start
September 18 thru October 22, Fridays from 12:00 -
3:00 p.m.   Silversmithing classes will start September
26 thru October 31, Saturdays 12:00 3:00 p.m.  Chain
Making will begin September 23 thru October 28,
Wednesdays from 6;:00 - 9:00 p.m.  PMC (Silver clay)
will begin September 21 thru October 26, Mondays
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Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club
Dues - 2010

Name______________________________________

____________________________________________

Address_____________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Adult Member
$20.00_____________________________________
Second adult in household, $5.00________________
(see Information page for details on dues)

Mail To: Sandy Hood, Membership Chair
 515 Dove Court
  Grand Junction, CO 81507

6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  Wire Weaving will begin September
22 thru October 27, Tuesdays 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  Chain
Gang will continue the first and third Tuesdays of the
month, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  Intarsia has yet to set up a
start time, as well as filigree and wire wrapping.
Faceting classes are one-on-one and are ongoing.
A field trip is currently going on in Delta, Utah.  Next
field trip is scheduled for September 27 to Yellow Cat.
Meet at the Colorado Welcome Center in Fruita at 8:00
a.m.
New Business:
The attending membership voted on and approved the
Fall Rock Auction to be held at the November meeting,
November 12.  The first October meeting (October 8)
will be a program on Peru.
Brag Rocks were provided by Harold Haskins, Mel
Bersch, and Doc Stuart.
Meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.
Minutes submitted by Kathy Amour, Secretary

Fall Rock Auction
The Fall Rock Auction has been scheduled for the
November 12 meeting.  There is a limit of five rock
related items person.  Items should be labeled and
priced if you have a minimum bid.  Plan to be early so
you can be checked in and bidders need to get bidder
numbers.  This is a fun evening and you can get some
great buys!

Member Report
Reported at the September 24 meeting – Arvid
Faudskar is doing poorly at the present time.  Carol
Lawton has fallen and broke some bones.  Both would
appreciate being included in your prayers.  

(Can Rockhounding - continued from page 1)
For most of us it is a good bet that our first introduction
to rocks and mineral was through a class in school
followed by a book in a public or school library. Others
may have first experienced mineral wonders by seeing
the collection of a relative, parent, or friend. Still others
may have experienced discovery of an unusual rock or
even a chance fossil during a hike or outing. We then
experienced wonder at just what they had seen or
found. Reading books and articles about our hobby
excites the imagination and initiates an urge for outdoor
exploration. Seeing pictures in both books and on the
Internet may facilitate the search for interesting,
collectible rocks, minerals and fossils or collecting
locations. Through use of both books and computers a
collector can acquire skillful recognition of formations,
rocks, and minerals to be utilized when out in the field.

Can rockhounding help you improve your
vision? After some experience as a rockhound your
answer may be “Yes’. After years of collecting a
rockhound may have better vision at arm’s length. If you
have ever distinguished a delicate crystal pattern on a
rocky surface or in a small pocket without aide of a
magnifier or a tiny red garnet crystal nestled in a sea of
smoky quartz; If you have kicked over a rock you
observed to be “just a little different” along a rocky path
and found an exquisite fossil on the underside or if you
have ever visually isolated a single fossilized clam shell
from a rather mundane sedimentary rock-strewn
landscape, only to shortly find a whole bed of brown
Brachs, then you realize that rockhounding has
improved your visual acuteness.

Can skills exercised by rockhounding aide you
in everyday matters? A keen eye developed by looking
down at the ground in search of minerals or fossils may
help locate a set of car keys tracked to a snow bank. A
discerning eye can differentiate a copper penny or a
silver coin of any denomination on a street or sidewalk
after darkness sets in and without aide of a fluorescent
lamp or flashlight. If you have ever picked up one of
your wife’s lost beads or findings from the floor in a
roomful of carpeting, then you would say
rockhounding has provided you skills to solving some
everyday problems.  

Another benefit of rockhounding is motor skills.
Rockhound experience in field trimming a specimen
develops accuracy. There may fewer sore fingers on
home projects using hammers after field experience
with a rock hammer. Field experience with a diamond
cutting saw may help make home use of a circular saw
a cinch (without removing one of your appendages).

Rockhounding may prove helpful in improving
social and leadership skills. One person reads a book
then shares information and a picture. A specimen is
collected and shown to others. Soon a network of
excited rockhounds forms a group. The group becomes
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a club (if one is not already established). The club has
a show. The show provides activities, books,
specimens, and lots of people socializing who are
enjoying a variety of learning activities, experiences,
and situations all dealing with rocks and minerals or
fossils.  Club people then reinvest time and money in
additional group and educational pursuits. Many
rockhounds are elected to club offices or serve on 
committees and write about their experiences for the
club newsletters.

Last but not least, rockhounding may improve
your knowledge of business matters. Once you have
accumulated an almost inexhaustible pile of rocks,
minerals and fossils, you can supplement other
excursions and trips by selling your finds at club nights,
at other shows, or out of your home or another location.
A final provoking thought from research... ‘More than 85
percent of video games contain violence, and multiple
studies of violent media games have shown that they
can produce many negative effects, including
aggressive behavior and desensitization to real-life
violence.”  Misdirection of technology can be a
disastrous waste of time. Directionless youth need to
develop a more meaningful pastime.

Rockhounds learn very quickly that their hobby
is an excellent outlet for life’s little frustrations and
tensions.  Did you ever notice that some of the calmest
and coolest rockhounds you know are the ones wielding
large sledges that reduce boulders to collectible smaller
pieces?

Rockhounding is an excellent experience for all
ages.  Most rockhounds are extremely helpful in
providing a meaningful demonstration for others as to
how to identify and collect specimens. Field
experiences require  combined skills of walking or
hiking to a collection site, visual identification of a
potentially productive vug or formation, specimen
selection, mentally planning a method of extraction and
physical exertion applied with tools to remove material
from a rocky host matrix. Once a specimen is collected
rockhounds are usually on a collecting high filled with
enough excitement to continue on to other adventures.

So, get the kids (grownups, too) a book about
rockhounding.  Show them your collection. Introduce
them to a night with the club. Invite them out to join in
an outdoor collecting activity. Tell them how
rockhounding will help improve many aspects of their
lives through development of visual, physical and social
skills.  

After several field collecting experiences
rockhound  novices should be eager, more
knowledgeable and on the way to seeking more
collecting experiences. They  will be thanking you
before long and will soon be showing others their
discoveries from the wide world of rockhounding.

Reference: source of inspiration and interpretation, an
article of fact and speculation.

University of California - Los Angeles. “Is Technology
Producing A Decline In Critical Thinking and Analysis?
ScienceDaily 29 January 2009.
<http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/O1/09012809
2341 .htm>
From Rock Buster News, June 2009
Via T-Town Rockhound August 2009
Via Strata Gem, September 2009

Editor’s Note: The following information was sent to me
by both our Club President, Bambi Johnson and by
Shirley Leeson, ALAA Vice President.  It is Important!!!
There is more links in the email. If you would like a copy
of the original email, contact Bambi or me.  We would
be glad to forward it to you.

This is a HIGH PRORITY update. 

CALLS NEEDED TO STOP MASSIVE NEW
CLOSURES PROPOSED BY WILDERNESS
EXTREMISTS
SITUATION: 
Flush with funding from wealthy donors and foundations
in Washington D.C., a group called the Wilderness
Workshop is pushing for 600,000 acres of new
Wilderness in Colorado by next year.
HOW THIS WILL AFFECT YOU: 
Mountain bike, snowmobile and OHV users will lose
world-class trails and areas. This proposal would make
over 75% of the Four Mile, Clear Fork, Spruce
Mountain, Basalt Mountain, Red Tables, Hagerman
Pass, Huntsman's Ridge  and Thompson Creek
areas Wilderness.
CONGRESSIONAL CONFIRMATION:
This Hidden Gems proposal appears to be much more
than the typical "wish list" from the Wilderness activists.
BRC confirmed with the Natural Resource staff for
Representative Jared Polis that, although there is no bill
at this time, Representative Polis is holding meetings
and talking to stakeholders. The goal is to have draft
legislation prepared soon. 
Local staff for Representative Salazar, whose district
also includes lands in the Hidden Gems proposal, said
that at this time they had no immediate plans to sponsor
or co-sponsor the Hidden Gems proposal.
Congressman Salazar is concentrating on his own
Wilderness bill, called the ''San Juan Mountains
Wilderness Act." This legislation includes 63,475 acres
on the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, Gunnison and San
Juan National Forests, as well as lands managed by the
San Juan Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Resource Area.

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:
Please call your Congressman TODAY..
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HIDDEN GEMS ACTION ALERT INSTRUCTIONS: Call
the number of the office located nearest to you. BE
POLITE

Tell the staff member who answers your call:

I strongly OPPOSE the Hidden Gems Wilderness
Proposal that Congressman Polis is considering 
sponsoring (make sure the staff is clear on your
opposition). There is no serious threat to these lands. If
there were, then recreation-friendly alternatives, such
as a National Recreation Area, would be a better idea
than Wilderness, which locks out most recreation.

Please tell the Congressman that I want him to protect
FOR the public, not FROM the public.

Step 3. Forward this alert to your friends and family.

IMPORTANT NOTE: If you live in Delta, Eagle,
Garfield, Gunnison, Mesa, Pitkin or Summit County,
please also call your county commissioners.

ROSE QUARTZ AND BLUE QUARTZ
BY STEVEN WADE VEATCH, CSMS

Quartz (SiO2) is a common mineral found in all
three classes of rocks (igneous, metamorphic, and
sedimentary) in many environments, and in a range of
colors. Rose and blue quartz are less common than
some of the other varieties.

Rose quartz has a pale pink to rose red color
thought to be caused by trace amounts of titanium that
absorbs all colors except pink. This may account for its
rosy color. In a laboratory experiment, samples of rose
quartz from several localities were carefully dissolved in
acid. The remaining insoluble residue consisted of thin
microscopic fibers. These fibers may also be
responsible for the color of rose quartz.

Well-formed rose quartz crystals are rarely
found in nature. Rose quartz is generally found in
massive chunks associated with pegmatites. The term
pegmatite refers to exceptionally coarse-grained
crystalline granite. Since rose quartz is cloudy, it is not
popular as a faceted gem but it is commonly formed
into cabochons, rounded into beads for necklaces, or
carved into various objects. 

Rose quartz has been named as South
Dakota’s official state mineral. Here rockhounds
have a good chance to find specimens ranging from
shades of light pink to rose-red. Some rose quartzes
from South Dakota have a distinctive asterism, a
starshaped display of light on the polished surface .

Blue quartz, with a deep to sky blue color, is
packed with tiny grains such as rutile (TiO2) and
ilmenite (FeTiO3). Other inclusions might include
tourmaline, crocidolite, magnesiorie-beckite, zoisite,
and several others. Some researchers hypothesize that
the blue color comes from the Rayleigh scattering of
light by these microscopic inclusions. Rayleigh
scattering selectively scatters visible light of the shorter

blue wavelength. However, the cause of the blue color
still remains uncertain. Blue quartz has a waxy luster
and sometimes displays asterism.

Blue quartz occurs at a number of localities. In
Llano County, Texas, blue quartz is found as small,
doubly-terminated crystals in a rhyolitic porphyry
informally called Llanoite. The crystals weather out of
the host rock and can easily be collected. Blue quartz is
also found in a diorite near the Dairyland Power Dam
near Tony, Wisconsin. Blue quartz was recently
discovered in the Cushing Point Formation at Peak’s
Island, Maine. The specimens there have inclusions
with the chemistry of biotite. In the past, biotite has not
been listed as a possible inclusion.  Research now
suggests that the inclusion of biotite on Peak’s Island
may be responsible for giving quartz its blue color. Blue
quartz is associated with pegmatites of the Cape Ann
Granitite at Andrew’s Point in Rockport, Massachusetts.
 The author has found blue quartz at two Colorado
locations: Park County near Hartsel and on the tailings
of the Bull Domingo Mine in Custer County northeast of
Silvercliff. A famous site—Antequera—near Malaga,
Spain yields translucent crystals of intensely blue
quartz.          

While some varieties of quartz are well known,
such as amethyst and smoky quartz, blue quartz is a
lesser known variety . The sapphire-blue quartz is
wonderful to behold and exciting to find the field. The
rich blue colors hold your attention and move you to
plan a collecting trip. The variable rose colors beckon
the collector to cut and polish slabs of rose quartz
rough. Both varieties of quartz truly deserve a spot in
your collection.
References:
Coblieg, T., 1986. Why is Blue Quartz Blue?,     Geological Society
of America 18: 567.
Frondel, C., 1962. The System of Mineralogy,   7th edition, vol. 3,  
Silica Minerals,    John Wiley and Sons Publishers, N.Y., 334 p.
Koivula, J., 2003. Blue Quartz. Gems &    Gemology 39, p. 44-45.
Romero Silva, J.C., 1996. Blue Quartz from the     Atequera-Olvera
Ophite, Malaga, Spain.     The Mineralogical Record 27, p. 99-103.

Rossman, G. R., 1994. Colored Varieties of    the Silica Minerals: in
Silica: Physical Behavior,  Geochemistry and Materials Applications,
 edited by P.J. Heaney, C.T. Prewitt, and G. V.    Gibbs,
Washington,D.C., Mineralogical Societyof America, Reviews in
Mineralogy, vol. 29, p. 433- 468.
Wise, M. A., 1981. Blue Quartz in Virginia,    Virginia Minerals 27, p.
9-13.  
Zolensky, M. E., Sylvester, P.J., and Paces, 
  J. B., 1988. American Mineralogist, 73, p. 213-232

From Pick & Pack, September 2009
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The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 953, Grand Junction, CO 81502
Meeting Place
2328 Monument Road, Grand Junction, CO

Website: www.grandjunctionrockclub.org

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc, is nonprofit, tax-
exempt, educational organization.  Our purpose shall be
exclusively educational and social: (a) to increase and
disseminate knowledge of the earth sciences pertaining to
minerals, gems, rocks, artifacts, and fossils and similar subjects;
(b) to promote and perpetuate knowledge of the lapidary arts;: (c)
to encourage field trips;  (d) to encourage greater public interest
and education in gems fossils and minerals, cooperating with
established institutions in such matters.

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club meets on the second
and fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at our club
building at 2328 Monument Road - Except - June, July, and
August -meetings are on the fourth Thursday only - November 
and December meetings are on the second Thursday only.  Our
Annual Show is the second weekend of May.  Classes and
workshops are offered through out the year.  Classes are
announced and/or printed in the newsletter.

Board meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month
at 6:00 p.m prior to the regular meeting except in June, July, and
August when the board meeting will be held prior to the meeting
on the fourth Thursday.  

All members are urged to contribute material for publication in
the Leaverite News.  All articles should be submitted by e-mail to
leaveritenews@aol.com  or Barb Austin, Editor, 2918 Plymouth
Road, Grand Junction, CO 81503, 263-7404

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club’s calender year is
January 1 - December 31.  Dues are due by December 31.  
Dues are:

Adult Member - $20.00 (18 and over)
2nd Adult, same household - $5.00
Children under 18 years, same household - No Cost
Annual dues will be prorated after July lst
Prospective members must attend one general meeting
to obtain a membership application

Please send dues to:
Sandy Hood, Membership Chair
515 Dove Court
Grand Junction, CO 81507

The Leaverite News is published nine months of the year by the
Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.  Articles printed in
this newsletter are the experiences and/or opinions of the
individuals submitting them.  They do not necessarily reflect the
views or opinions of the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club
or the editor.  We are not responsible for the authenticity, safety,
or reliability.  Caution and safety should always be practiced
when trying out any new idea.  Articles written without a byline
are written by the editor.

Except for items that are specifically copyrighted by their authors,
other societies may use material published in the Leaverite News
provided the proper credit is given to the Author (if the author is
a Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club member it will be so
noted in the byline.) and the Leaverite News and the sense or
meaning of the material is not changed.

OFFICERS

President          Bambi Johnson 245-1414
2831 B-3/10 Road
Grand Junction 81503  

Vice President  John Mayerik 243-8589
1875 Deer Park Circle North
Grand Junction 81507

Secretary            Kathy Armour 243-8748
2862-1/2 Pinehurst Lane
Grand Junction 81503

Treasurer     Robert & Connie Duncan
2984 B-1/2 Road 244-2984
Grand Junction 81503

DIRECTORS

1 Year    Mel Bersch - Past President 242-3134
1 Year  Don Gibboney (Finance) 245-2885
1 Year  Robert Frost 255-7078
2 Year  Marj Gibboney 245-2885
3 Year  Jim Sebela

              COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Audit Pam Johnson           523-5443
Beverage/Pop Earl McFry       245-6545
Budget Don Gibboney       245-2885
Building Jim Smith    
Grounds Jim Smith
Cleaning Doris McFry       245-8696
Corresp. Sec. Barb Faudskar 255-6545
Compliance Connie Duncan 244-2984
Editor Barbara Austin       263-7404
Education JoAnn Piburn 245-1669     
Field Trip Mary Ann Denney 245-5517
Historian Virdie Savage       243-1030
Hospitality John & Peg Olson      523-1686    
Librarian Joyce Frost        255-7078
Members/badges Sandy Hood               241-8020
Nominating                  
Publicity                
Refreshments John & Peg Olson       523-1686
Safety ALL MEMBERS
Scholarships Bill Hood        241-8020
Scrapbook
Shop Chairman JoAnn Piburn        245-1669
Show Chairman 2009 Brent Jensen 245-5595
Asst Show Chairman Wayne McMacken 255-8374
Supplies Doris McFry        245-8696
Vests Lynn Daly        523-0645
Wall Cases Mel Bersch        242-3134

The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. is affiliated with
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, and the
Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies.

**The Mesa County Barite shown in this publication is from the
Mel Bersch Collection

To receive this newsletter via e-mail send request to:
leaveritenews@aol.com


