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2010 CALENDER

January 
12 6:30 Executive Board

Meeting– Club House
All members invited
and encouraged to
attend

14 6:30 Social Hour
7:00 Business Meeting

Program: “History of
The Rocky Mountains”
Andres Asman, 
Professor, Mesa State

16 9:30am Facetors Group
21 6:30 Show Committee
28 6:30 Potluck - Bring a dish

to share and your own
service
Business Meeting

29 6:30 Mineral Group

February
10 6:30 Social Hour

7:00 Business Meeting
Program: “ Mining in
Unaweep Canyon”
Zeb Miracle, Museum
Of Western Colorado

18 6:30 Show Committee
20 9:30am Facetors Group
25 6:30 Potluck

Business Meeting
26 6:30 Mineral Group

Open Shop--
Saturdays 9:00 am to 12:00        
Wednesdays 12:00 - 3:00
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Legislative Action Affecting
Rockhounds

by John Martin,
AFMS Conservation & Legislation Chair

With the current political climate in Washington today the environmental
activists are having a field day with our congress members trying to
persuade them to introduce new wilderness legislation, and it is working.
Here are just a few of the attempts that are currently taking place across
our great country.
California  – Senator Diane Feinstein is introducing the California Desert
Conservation and Recreation Act which if enacted will restrict usage of
almost 2 million acres of California’s Public Desert Land with the creation
of 2 new national monuments, 7 new wilderness areas, and the
expansion of Death Valley National Park.  Two million acres is almost the
size of the state of Connecticut! Can you imagine restricting the state of
Connecticut to no roads, no rock fossil, sea shell or mineral collecting?
That is what is being attempted for California.
Colorado  - We’ve been told that a well financed pro-environmental
wilderness bill is coming to Colorado.  Called the “Hidden Gems
Wilderness.” this will encompass 600,000 acres and close them to all.
The environmentalists are pressuring Congressman Jared Polis to
introduce the bill. Please have your members contact Congressman
Polis and express your concern.  The money to get this bill passed is
from big foundation money from Washington, DC. Don’t let outsiders
come in and lock up Colorado’s public land.
Montana  - A huge wilderness bill is coming to Montana disguised as a
Forest Job and Recreation Act. It seems that its true motive is to put
Montana land into Wilderness. Jon Tester, Senator from Montana is
being urged by the pro-environmentalists to sponsor this bill.  The
proposed amount of land in this proposal is 677,000 acres. You might
want to alert the clubs in Montana and research this information. Contact
Senator Tester’s office locally and ask about the proposed bill. They will
try and tell you it’s about forests and jobs -- NOT SO!  According to Brian
Hawthorne, Blue Ribbon Coalition, any new recreation areas. This has
a lot to do with forest management and timber logging, but what is
already in place, if put into use would take care of the problems,
according to former Forest Service Planner Fred Hodgeboom and now
president of Montanan’s for Multiple Use organization. As the new bill is
written it creates area for new environmental lawsuits to stop logging on
land that has been left 

Continued on page 3



Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club
Dues - 2010

Name______________________________________

____________________________________________

Address_____________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Adult Member
$20.00_____________________________________
Second adult in household, $5.00________________
(see Information page for details on dues)

Mail To: Sandy Hood, Membership Chair
 515 Dove Court
  Grand Junction, CO 81507
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As we look forward to a
new year, let us be
thankful for all that we

have.
The board will be planning their goals for 2010 and

I am sure we will have lots to look forward to.  We are still
looking for volunteers to fill the following committee positions:

Scrapbook/Historian
Field Trip Chairman (Mary Denny is filling in now)
Display Cases (Clubhouse)
Corresponding Secretary

Please consider volunteering!
Thanks
Bambi Johnson, President

Membership
Dues are now past due.  They must be paid by January 31 if
you want to be included in the 2010 club directory.  All
members whose  dues are not paid by this date will be
deleted from the directory as of February 1.   The new
directory will be available in February.  You can use the
following form to mail in your dues.

Field Trip Report

No field trips are planned for January.  Mary Ann Denney is
working on plans for the  2010 year.  She hopes to have the
plan in place for the February newsletter.  If you have
somewhere you would like to do, please let her know.  She
is always open to suggestions.

Show Committee Report

The Show Committee will meet on January 21.  All
committee members are encouraged to attend.  Club
members are welcome to attend and to volunteer to help out
.
Special Attractions:
This year at the show I would like to showcase club
members.  Presently I plan to use the cab display, pieces
from the Van Galen collection and other pieces from the
club’s collection.  We have some outstanding collections that
have not  been seen by the public!  Because there are six
cases to be filled, I would like to invite club members to
submit pictures of their special specimens.  I know there are
some outstanding specimens out there!  The deadline will be
April 8 and then at the April show committee meeting we will
select the displays to be used at the 2010 show.  To make it
clear, these are the big cases that are displayed on the show
floor, not the cases in the hall.  Please turn in pictures to or
talk to Barb Austin.  

Facetors Group

The Facetors Group met November 21.  Members
present were: Irv Nutting, Eric Rockingham, Paul
Schelisman, Randy Smith, Howard Whipple, Arvid Faudskar,
Barbara Austin, Don Bush, Dale Breckenridge, John and Lyn
Daly, and Connie Duncan.

Our project for November was the “Viviant”.  Those
members cutting were: Connie Duncan - Synthetic Blue
Zircon; Dale Breckenridge - Topaz; Eric rockingham -
Strontiuim Titanate; Howard Whipple - CZ; Paul Schleisman -
Glass; Irv Nutting - Amethyst.  The “Viviant” was not a difficult
cut, however, it really performed differently depending on the
material used.  It seems a highly refractive material works
best.

Connie advised the members that the Show
Committee has decided to have a door prize drawing at the
2010 show.  The Committee would like for the Facetors to cut
natural stones to fit a 10mm, gold mounting that the club
owns.  It was decided that our January project would be a
square stone with cut corners and those members who wish
to do so may place their stone in the pot and the Show
Committee will choose the stone they would like to have for
the door prize.

We had quite a lot of discussion concerning different
laps.  We talked about the Corian lap, the Batt lap, the Last
lap, the Dark Side lap, Mylar laps, and the Ceramic lap.
Members reported on their experience with various laps,
which polishing compounds they used on the different laps,
and how well they felt these laps performed.  There was a lot
of information presented and everyone surely learned
something.

The project for our December meeting will be the
“Emeril:”, a rectangle which appears to be relatively easy 
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with a small number of facets.  Our December meeting
will be on the 19th at the clubhouse.
December 19 Facetors’ Meeting

We had a light turnout at our December meeting.
Many members are in Quartzite and traveling.  Those
present were: John and Lynn Daly, Dale Breckenridge,
Howard Whipple, Don Bush, Irv Nutting, Mike Ryan,
Randy Smith, Eric Rockinigham, and Connie Duncan.
Our project, the “Emeril” was cut by: Irv - Goshenite; Dale
- Helidor; Randy - Red Jewlite; Howard - Synthetic Blue
Quartz; Connie - Clear Topaz.  This cut, although very
easy, does not perform too well, not a design most of us
would try again.

Dale brought in a prototype of our competition
stone, the marquis, in light pink glass.  This stone does
not appear to be too much of a challenge to cut; however,
the odd indexing is causing some problems for some of
us.  Dale also told the group that the original owners of
“Dyna-Disc” are now back in production so these cutting
laps will be available again.

Our discussion this month was on transferring
stones.  A few of us have real problems with getting a well
aligned transfer (Connie, for one).  Again there were
many suggestions put forth, as well as which dops to use
for transfers depending on the stone’s shape.  Also which
adhesives work best.

Our project for January, the “Maltese Cross” can
be used for the 10mm square stone that we need for the
2010 show’s door prize.  Or cutters may choose a design
they prefer to cut for this project.

Our next meeting is January 16, 2010, 9:30 a.m.
at the clubhouse.

Mineral Group
The Mineral Group will meet January 29 at Mel and Pam
Bersch’s home.  It’s a potluck.  Bring a dish to share and
some of your mineral specimens to look at!

Minutes of the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club,
November 12 2009
The meeting was opened by President Bambi Johnson
with an introduction of new members and guests.  
Bambi read a thank you letter from Ian Gardner for the
use of the geologic maps and a $50.00 donation to the
club.
The Budget was approved as presented by Don
Gibboney.
The slate of officers was closed by Mal Nottingham and
seconded by Wayne McMacken and approved by all
members attending the meeting The 2010 officers will
remain the same as currently in office, with Pat Briels
being the 3-year director.
Meeting adjourned and followed by the Rock Auction.
Minutes submitted by Kathy Armour, Secretary

Legislative Actions  (continued from page l)
susceptible to forest fires, disease and insect devastation.

Most of the lands are on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge
National Forest. This bill eliminates a lot of existing
recreational opportunities.
Oregon – House Bill 3609 Oregon Marine Reserves.
“Marine Reserve” is an area within Oregon’s Territorial
Sea or adjacent rocky intertidal area that is protected from
all extractive activities, including the removal or
disturbance of living and non-living marine resources,
except as necessary for monitoring or research to
evaluate reserve condition, effectiveness, or impact of
stressors.  This bill will create reserves all along the public
coast of Oregon where it will be unlawful to Collect, pick,
cut, mutilate or remove living or non-living natural
products or dig up or remove any soil, rock, or fossil
materials from the ocean shore. “Natural product” means
living or non-living natural products on the ocean shore,
including marine plants, minerals, shells, rocks, and sand.
The Oregon Coastline is famous as a heavy hunting
ground for Agates, Jaspers, Fossils and Pyrite Cubes.
The proposed Marine Reserve will eliminate Rock hunting
that Oregonians have historically done for over a century
along the Rocky Shores of Oregon’s Coast.  
Utah - America’s Red Rock Wilderness Act S. 799 &
HR 1925. The American’s Red Rock Wilderness Act of
2009 will designate as wilderness certain Federal portions
of the red rock canyons of the Colorado Plateau and the
Great Basin Deserts in the State of Utah. This bill, if
enacted, would designate 9.4 million acres of land
managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in
Utah as Wilderness.
The areas considered for closure are:
• Great Basin Areas ~ 2,240,827 acres
• Zion/Mojave Desert Areas ~ 160,000 acres
• Grand Staircase-Escalante Areas~ 1,771,717 acres
• Moab-LaSal Canyons Areas ~ 256,815 acres
• Henry Mountains Areas ~ 444,204 acres
• Glen Canyon Areas ~ 906,446 acres
• San Juan-Anasazi Areas ~ 520,606 acres
• Canyonlands Basin Areas ~ 689,884 acres
• San Rafael Swell Areas ~ 1,098,773 acres
• Book Cliffs/Uinta Basin Areas ~ 1,015,821 acres
There is no question that our access to Rockhounding
sites would be severely curtailed, if not totally destroyed,
by these bills. Sec. 209 withdraws entry and disposition of
minerals, so we can’t pick up anything anyway.  On the
national front the Clean Water Restoration Act of 2009,
(S. 787) , will treat, as ̀ waters of the United States’, those
features that were treated as such pursuant to the
regulations of the Environmental Protection Agency and
the Corps of Engineers in existence before the dates of
the decisions referred to in paragraph, including--
(A) All waters which are subject to the ebb and flow of the
tide;
(B) All interstate waters, including interstate wetlands;
(C) All other waters, such as intrastate lakes, rivers,
streams (including intermittent streams), mudflats,
sand-flats, wetlands, sloughs, prairie potholes, wet
meadows, playa lakes, or natural ponds;
(D) All impoundments of waters of the United States;
(E) Tributaries of the aforementioned waters;
(F) The territorial seas; and
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(G) Wetlands adjacent to the aforementioned waters;
What this basically means that if enacted will put all
ponds, streams, seasonal mud holes on public and
private land under the control of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and not the private property
owner.  
Also of interest to Rockhounds is the ‘Hardrock Mining
and Reclamation Act of 2009’, (H. R. 699) which was
introduced to the House of Representatives on January
27, 2009. This Bill will modify the requirements applicable
to locatable minerals on public domain lands, consistent
with the principles of selfinitiation of mining claims, and for
other purposes. It will impose limitation on patents
(Claims), require a royalty be paid for the removal of
minerals, add or increase hardrock mining claim
maintenance fees, effect of payments for use and
occupancy of claims. All of these actions may have
negative effects on Rock Clubs or Societies which
currently hold or may be trying to file claims on BLM,
Forest, or other public lands.
What can we as rockhounds do? Use the internet, email,
Fax, or the US Postal Service to contact both your state
and federal elected officials and let them know what your
concerns are regarding the closure and withdrawing of
public land from public usage. Support and join
organizations like the Blue Ribbon Coalition,
<www.shaetrails.org>, American Land Rights Association,
<www.landrights.org>, AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS
ASSOCIATION (A.L.A.A) <www..amlands.org>. These
groups are fighting to keep our Public Lands Open to all
Public Users. Please support and use the American
Federation of Mineralogical Society and your Regional
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, they have
information and resources that can help in all aspects of
Rockhounding.  If anyone hears of new or pending
legislation in your state or Regional Federation please
feel free to contact me with the pertinent information and
I will attempt to investigate and disseminate the
information to those who may be affected. I can be
contacted at <webmaster@ amlands.org> or through the
AFMS Website.
AFMS Newsletter – Dec. 2009 – Jan. 2010

Fossils in the News
Dennis Gertenbach

Did Illness Kill off the Mighty T-Rex?
A team of paleontologists led by Ewan Wolff of the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and Steven Salisbury of
Australia's University of Queensland reported that trench
mouth may have been responsible for the demise of
Tyrannosaurus rex. They found holes in the jaws of Trex
fossils that look identical to parasitic microbe bores holes
in the jaws of modern-day falcons and hawks.  Nearly
15% of the 61 tyrannosaurid individuals they examined
during this study exhibited these holes.  The disease
causes debilitating throat damage in modern hawks and
falcons, making feeding incredibly difficult.  The
tyrannosaurs with this disease most likely starved to
death. The researchers speculated that the tyrannosaurs
may have acquired the disease by eating each other.

A Colossal Sea Monster Discovered
Paleontologists have unearthed the fossilized skull of a

giant sea monster along the Jurassic coastline of the
United Kingdom. This ferocious predator, called a
pliosaur, terrorized the oceans 150 million years ago.
Pliosaurs were a group of giant aquatic reptiles that
dominated the seas at the time that dinosaurs roamed the
Earth. They had short necks and huge, crocodile-like
heads with powerful jaws full of huge, razor-sharp teeth.
The researchers estimated that this animal may have
measured up to 52 feet long and may have weighed 7-12
tons. It could swallow a human-size fish or reptile in one
gulp. The fossil, which was found by a local collector, has
been purchased by Dorset County Council.
Oldest Known Spider Webs Discovered
Spider webs dating back 140 million years ago have been
discovered preserved in amber in Sussex, England.
Amber is formed from tree sap, which had flowed over the
spider webs and hardened, preserving the webs.  They
are the oldest spider webs that have been found.  Various
clues, including threads that were twisted and coated with
sticky fluid droplets, suggest they were spun by spiders
that are closely related to modern-day orb web garden
spiders. From the structure of the web, the researchers
speculate that the spiders fed on flying insects like flies
and the ancestors of bees, wasps and moths.
Venomous Bird Fossil Found
Scientists from the University of Kansas and the
Northeastern University in Shenyang have found fossils
of the world’s only known fanged bird that was capable of
injecting venom with its bite. Found in northeast China,
Sinornithosaurus was the size of a turkey and had long
saber-tooth fangs containing grooves for channeling
venom. The fangs are located toward the middle or back
of the mouth, indicating that the creature probably used
the venom to immobilize, not kill, its prey. Once the teeth
were embedded in the skin, the venom would seep into
the wound. It also probably had flight feathers on its back
legs, which made it a four-winged gliding predator.
Sinornithosaurus thrived 128 million years ago in the
tropical pine and fern forests of China. These animals
were preserved in the muddy bottom of a lake after death.
The animal is a mircoraptor, which are related to
velociraptors and are through to be direct ancestors of
modern birds.
From Flatirons Mineral Club Newsletter, Jan 2010
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By - Douglas Touret Lapidary Artist, Designer &
Goldsmith In – The Pegmatite - November 2003

Question : I heard that opals are very fragile and could
break when manipulated; did bench jewelers invent the
bad luck myth to avoid setting them?
Answer:  Actually, believe it or not, the whole “opals-as-
bad-luck” myth got its start about 300 years ago, when a
“novelist” famous for the equivalent of dimestore romance
novels (Sir Walter Scott) wrote a widely read
piece of rubbish (Anne of Gierstein).  Prior to that, as
Pliny the Elder wrote, opals were seen as “the Queen of
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all gems, vastly superior to all others, because in Opal are
the colors of all other stones.” (I’m paraphrasing Pliny, but
that was the gist of it.)

Anyhow, as the story of Anne develops, she’s an
illegitimate child who’s unfortunately been marked for life,
as a result of her philandering father’s ways, and
subsequently becomes the recipient of a witch’s curse
(like I said, great writing, here...), through which she’s
forced to wear a magical opal brooch from early childhood
until adulthood. The opal, according to the book, had fire
which mirrored Anne’s own mood swings,
such that the opal glowed brightly when she was happy,
but “shot out baleful sparks of colour” when she was
angry or melancholy. (Aha ! Our plot thickens!)

Pivotal to the tale, Anne was specifically ordered
never to allow holy water to come in contact with either
her own body or that of the opal ... or else. As the story
progressed, Anne was swept off her feet by a handsome
prince, who asked for and received her hand in marriage.
But, while at the altar, the priest accidentally sprinkled
Holy Water on both Anne and her magical opal, which
apparently shot out its “most baleful spark” ever, then
went colorless! Suddenly, Anne passed out and
collapsed, whereupon her groom and handmaidens
carted her off to a side chamber to rest. When they return
several minutes later, all that remained of either Anne or
the Opal were her clothes and a small pile of ashes!

Like I said when I began the retelling of this
“legend”, it’s pretty farfetched stuff, by today’s standards
- a real Believe It Or Not story. Unfortunately, the ladies of
the 17th century weren’t as well educated or worldly as
those of today, so a great many of them took this book at
face value, and the opal immediately fell out of favor.

Ironically, since this “tragic tale” became a
bestseller at just about the same time as the original
(comparatively, rather dull) European sources for precious
opal played out, but before the Australian finds
were discovered, there weren’t many reasons to argue
the book’s point (other than its blatant stupidity). 

 All of which may go a long ways towards
explaining the uphill battle that fine opal miners still face,
on occasion, when trying to market their goods. It’s
absolutely ridiculous, but that’s the reasonable
unvarnished - except by memory’s tricks, since I haven’t
read the book in over 25 year - and historically true
reason behind opal’s lack of popularity.
from thread of messages in
Orchid Digest 2-6-03/2-17-03
from www.ganoskin.com
Via The Rockcollector October, 2009, Strata Gem -1/2010

Safety In The Shop!
by Owen Martin, AFMS Safety Chair

A note on safety in your shop, lab, work room, basement,
etc. As a fossil hunter sometimes the thing that I most
look forward to and likewise dread the most is getting my
“stuff” back to the house.  I may have to use a pressure
washer to blast off mud from my fossilized wood or 40
pound ammonites, use some chemicals to clean lime off
some invertebrates or maybe use some tools, be they
hand or pneumatic, to chip off the tougher crust. Maybe if
I ‘m lucky I found a good “round” of pet wood that I want
to cut and polish down at the club. Ooooh, and I just found

my first agate ever and I don’t even know what I can do to
that yet! What ever it is that I do there is almost always
some inherent risk in the process. Below is a list of
different hazards to consider in the lab.

Eye protection. As I mentioned above power
washing is a good example of something a lot of us do
that can potentially injure your eyes however certainly not
the only thing. Almost every type of prep-work that we
practice necessitates eye protection: grinding, polishing,
cutting, shipping, sand blasting, soldering, chemical
cleaning, etc. Different types of eye protection should be
used depending on your activities. For most of us
protective glasses are good, however, goggles may need
to be worn when using chemicals or when grinding certain
materials. As co-worker of mine once said to a
lady that liked to put on makeup while driving, “no matter
how advanced modern medicine has become, glass eyes
still don’t look real.”

Respiratory protection. Similar in some ways to
eye protection respiratory protection can be very
important when handling certain cleaning chemicals and
when dealing with certain dusts. Asbestos is a common
example of a respirable dust that although not inherently
toxic can cause cancer, especially with smokers. Other
dusts can temporarily clog breathing passages thus
impacting, sometimes critically, the body’s ability to get
oxygen into the blood. Chemicals can be very bad, too, as
the lungs can quickly introduce toxins into the blood. Of
note some of the oils that we use in our cutting saws can
be dangerous. Keep in mind that dust masks may not
stop some dusts and certainly no airborne chemicals.

Chemical safety. The most common chemical
accidents usually have something to do with the above
mentioned issues and involve acids, soaps, other
caustics and solvents. PLEASE READ the safety notes or
MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheets) on all chemicals
you may use. Some need to be used in areas where there
is good ventilation, others require high-end respirators
and still more may necessitate protective clothing. Not
common in the shop, but you never know! Also, be aware
of the potential danger of mixing chemicals and as a
general rule don’t do it. Most of us have probably heard
that mixing chlorine and ammonia, two of our most
common household chemicals is bad. Essentially the
mixing of the two releases chlorine into your air - very
bad.

Hearing protection. What? You didn’t hear me
the first time? Do you remember the pictures of all the
trees blown down in the same direction after Mount St.
Helens erupted? Loud noise does the same thing to the
ear and much like the trees once the filia (hearing fibers)
are damaged they don’t stand themselves back up. If you
think ‘maybe I should be wearing ear plugs’ then it’s
usually a good indication that you already answered the
question. 

Electrical and Fire hazards. If your shop is like
mine then it can get pretty cluttered. Bottles of
flammables may end up next to overloaded electric
outlets or boxes of old journals. Cleaning up the clutter
has two (or more) benefits by reducing fire hazards and
making it more obvious where potential problems exist -
like damaged electrical cords or overloaded outlets. 
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Ideally flammable liquids will be stored in a flammables
storage cabinet. If you have a pretty good sized shop then
one of these is a good investment.  For most clubs 
the local fire code will require enough to handle what you
have on site.

The hazards involving fire and electrical vary in
type and risk level. Having been “grounded” on four
different occasions I can tell you that water and electrical
cords do not mix! I used to work as a caretaker for
saltwater fish tanks and it had its challenges... Overloaded
plugs can be a problem in our shops. Keep in mind that
just because a tool isn’t turned on doesn’t
necessarily mean that electricity still isn’t running through
it. Fire and shock are both risks in this situation.  It’s safer
to keep your equipment unplugged and  properly stored
when not in use.

For some general rules: Always wear eye
protection.  Keep your shops cleaned and well organized.
Make sure electrical chords are in good condition. Keep
reactive things away from each other, be they chemicals,
electrical, fire hazards or combinations of each. Don’t mix
chemicals. Practice safety in your shops!  As always, if
anyone has a safety incident or issue that they would like
to share with the organization please contact me at
<owenmartin@yahoo.com>.
Thanks!
AFMS Newsletter – Dec. 2009 – Jan. 2010

SHOP TIPS

Saw Coolant Temperature
One of the lesser known but more important facts about
saw coolants is temperature.  Coolants should be kept
below 100°F.  At higher temperature, the steel cent er in a
diamond blade tends to expand, which causes the blade
to bind in the cut or even become dished under extreme
conditions. This not only slows down cutting but wears the
blade.

From MLMS Ghost Sheet 1987, via MOROKS, 03/09,
via Strata Gem, 01/10

Cabochons
To identify and grind out pits in a cabochon, spray the
rough cab with red enamel from an aerosol can.  Then
grind the paint off with a light touch.  Pits and lines will
stand out as bright red spots, making it unnecessary to
wipe the cab to see if the pits are out.  This is especially
helpful when grinding free-form cabs from fire agate.

Original source unknown, via The Nugget 09/98
via Strata Gem 01/10

Dopping
* If the dopping wax gets brittle from being

reheated and cooled many times, add some
shavings of wax from a candle to make it flow
more easily

� Do not overheat dopping wax - it is weakened by
excessive heat.

� Use an old distributor cap to hold dopped
stones–depending on the cap you use, it can
hold 5, 7, or 9 stones.
     Curt Hays in Gem-Stone Diggings, 03/98
    via The Nugget, 09/98 -via Strata Gem 01/1

Super Fine Jewelry Cleaner

Mix together 1/4 cup white vinegar, 1/4 cup household
ammonia, 1/8 cup dish detergent (NOT DISHWASHER
detergent).  Drop jewelry in.  Rinse well and watch it
shine.  This is also good for copper bottom pans and
silverware

from The Palomar Gem (date unknown)
via Rockhound Rambling, 04/84
vas Strata Gem 01/10
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SYMPTOMS: Continual complaint as to the need for fresh
air, sunshine, and relaxation.  Patient has blank
expression, sometimes inattentive to rest of family.  Has
no taste for work of any kind.  Frequent checking of
dealer’s catalogs, lapidary and mineral shops longer than
usual.  Secret phone calls to rockhounding buddies is an
apparent sign of the disease.
TREATMENT: Medication is useless.  Disease is not
fatal.  Victim should go hunting as often as possible at the
beach, mountain, or desert hunting grounds.
NOTE: If DAD and MOM both get it, they might as well
sell the house and buy an RV!

taken from 01/09 Sedona Gem & Mineral Club
letter.  A reprinted warning from an old 1940's rock and
mineral collecting magazine.  Just as valid today, don’t
cha think?

From Gneiss Times 

A FEW WORDS FOR THOUGHT–
Author Unknown

Are you an active member, 
The kind that would be missed,
Or are you just content, 
That your name is on the list?

Do you attend the meetings 
And mingle with the crowd?
Or would you rather stay at home, 
And complain both long and loud?

Do you give a little time 
And help to make things tick?
Or leave the work to just a few, 
And talk about the clique.

So come to all the meetings 
And help with hand and heart.
Don’t be just another member 
But take an active part.

Think it over people,
Are you right or wrong?
Are you an active member
Or do you just belong?

From Quartzsite Roadrunner Gem & Mineral Club 
via Golden Spike News 12/02



The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 953
Grand Junction, CO 81502

Meeting Place
2328 Monument Road
Grand Junction, CO

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc, is nonprofit, tax-
exempt, educational organization.  Our purpose shall be
exclusively educational and social: (a) to increase and
disseminate knowledge of the earth sciences pertaining to
minerals, gems, rocks, artifacts, and fossils and similar subjects;
(b) to promote and perpetuate knowledge of the lapidary arts;: (c)
to encourage field trips;  (d) to encourage greater public interest
and education in gems fossils and minerals, cooperating with
established institutions in such matters.

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club meets on the second
and fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at our club
building at 2328 Monument Road - Except - June, July, and
August -meetings are on the fourth Thursday only - November 
and December meetings are on the second Thursday only.  Our
Annual Show is the second weekend of May.  Classes and
workshops are offered through out the year.  Classes are
announced and/or printed in the newsletter.

All members are urged to contribute material for publication in
the Leaverite News.  All articles should be submitted by e-mail to
leaveritenews@aol.com  or Barb Austin, Editor, 2918 Plymouth
Road, Grand Junction, CO 81503, 263-7404

The Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club’s calender year is
January 1 - December 31.  Dues are due by December 31.  
Dues are:

Adult Member - $20.00 (18 and over)
2nd Adult, same household - $5.00
Children under 18 years, same household - No Cost
Annual dues will be prorated after July lst
Prospective members must attend one general meeting
to obtain a membership application

Please send dues to:
Sandy Hood, Membership Chair
515 Dove Court
Grand Junction, CO 81507

The Leaverite News is published nine months of the year by the
Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.  Articles printed in
this newsletter are the experiences and/or opinions of the
individuals submitting them.  They do not necessarily reflect the
views or opinions of the Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club
or the editor.  We are not responsible for the authenticity, safety,
or reliability.  Caution and safety should always be practiced
when trying out any new idea.  Articles written without a byline
are written by the editor.

Except for items that are specifically copyrighted by their authors,
other societies may use material published in the Leaverite News
provided the proper credit is given to the Author (if the author is
a Grand Junction Gem and Mineral Club member it will be so
noted in the byline.) and the Leaverite News and the sense or
meaning of the material is not changed.

OFFICERS

President          Bambi Johnson 245-1414
2831 B-3/10 Road
Grand Junction 81503  

Vice President  John Mayerik 243-8589
1875 Deer Park Circle North
Grand Junction 81507

Secretary            Kathy Armour 243-8748
2862-1/2 Pinehurst Lane
Grand Junction 81503

Treasurer     Robert & Connie Duncan
2984 B-1/2 Road 244-2984
Grand Junction 81503

DIRECTORS

1 Year    Mel Bersch - Past President 242-3134
1 Year  Don Gibboney (Finance) 245-2885
1 Year  Marj Gibboney 245-2885
2 Year  Jim Sebela 245-8404
3 Year Pat Briels 245-7925

              COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Audit Pam Johnson           523-5443
Beverage/Pop Earl McFry       245-6545
Budget Don Gibboney       245-2885
Building Jim Smith    
Grounds Jim Smith
Cleaning       
Corresp. Sec.
Compliance Connie Duncan 244-2984
Editor Barbara Austin       263-7404
Education JoAnn Piburn 245-1669     
Field Trip Mary Ann Denney 245-5517
Historian Virdie Savage       243-1030
Hospitality     
Librarian Joyce Frost        255-7078
Members/badges Sandy Hood               241-8020
Nominating                  
Publicity                
Refreshments       
Safety ALL MEMBERS
Scholarships Bill Hood        241-8020
Scrapbook
Shop Chairman JoAnn Piburn        245-1669
Show Chairman 2010

Wayne McMacken 255-8374
Supplies Doris McFry        245-8696
Vests Lynn Daly        523-0645
Wall Cases        

The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. is affiliated with
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, and the
Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies.

**The Mesa County Barite shown in this publication is from the
Mel Bersch Collection

To receive this newsletter via e-mail send request to:
leaveritenews@aol.com/

Club Web Site:   grandjunctionrockclub.org


